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It must be summer.  People are talking about weddings, family reunions, and fun on 
the water.  To say nothing about the fact that the gardens are bursting, the birds 
are chirping, and everyone seems just a little happier.  Must be all the vitamin D. 
 
I do so enjoy finally having morning prayers and meditation on the deck.  With a 
couple cups of coffee or tea, of course.   
 
Something about summer that somehow gives us permission to take a deep 
breath, smell the roses, peonies, or lilacs or… (literally and figuratively) and give 
our minds, bodies and spirits a moment to simply be.  Slow down, plan a day trip, 
go to the beach, sit lazily under a tree, and read, simply enjoy time with family and 
friends, or just be still for a moment. 
 
For me anyway, and maybe for you, the key is to not try to rush through relaxation.  
Just be present and enjoy.  You know that extensive list of things you need to get 
done this summer.  I start the summer accepting the fact that the list of things I 
want to do is longer than the summer is.  So, get done what you can but not at the 
expense of having some time for yourself.   
 
Summer is supposed to be a time of regeneration, discovery, and transformation.  
The summer is full of exciting opportunities such as graduations, weddings, and 
road trips.  This can also be a challenging time for some.  Some of us face issues 
of health, money, and loss.  Life certainly can be full of unexpected twists and 
turns.  Some exciting and wonderful, some more challenging. Knowing that 
whatever the summer holds for us, we lift each other up and keep each other in our 
hearts and in our prayers. 
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It always amazes me that even as the church year winds down, some of you are already busy 
planning and getting ready for the fall season here.  So many of you are busy in selfless ministry.  
Please remember to take time to breathe and enjoy.  This includes Music, Sunday School, outings, fun 
activities, euchre, meals, events, coffee hours, keeping the inside and outside of the property well 
cared for, bulletins and newsletters published, and on and on and on.  Makes me want to rest just 
thinking about how hard you all work.  A BIG thank you to all of you. 
 
I am glad we can all take a well-deserved break and allow things to be just a little more casual.  As we 
venture off for a time of reflection, vacations, and summer fun, remember that wherever you are, God 
is there also. So, when you have an opportunity, stop in other churches along the road and say “hello.” 
Wherever you are, God is always happy to see you.  And when you are back in town, tell us where 
you have been and what you have experienced, even if just around the corner.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Remember that regardless of where the summer takes you, you are held in God’s unconditional love, 
boundless mercy, and unending grace and there is a place for you here.  Have a great first month of 
summer.  I look forward to sharing the season with you. 
 
Take care and be well, Peace! 
Ken 
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         Anniversaries in June 
 

  
   
  
      

      
         

      
     
 
 

            

            Worship Ministry 

 
                      Volunteers Needed 

Please sign-up 
 
 
 
              
     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthdays in June 

 
Military Prayer List 

I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank, and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

6/6   Lynn Reh 
6/8   Bill Galvin 
6/17 Robert Fritz 
 

Prayers For …… 
 
Prayers for …… Claudette, Ralph, Wayne, 
Danielle, Keith, Karen, Ryan, Judy, 
Shirley, Sue, Dan, Lauran, Kathy, Art, 
Holly, Hazel, Gina, Michael, Deborah, 
Cheryl, Lorraine, Trudy, Carolyn, Ken, 
Sharon, James, Melanie, Scott, 
Bernice, Gary, Marion, Don, Dorothy, 
Joe, Families of St. John & St. James 
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Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/ Greeter, Liturgists, 
Communion Servers, and Altar Care. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6-22  Katie & Patrick Phelan 
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Kid’s Page 



 
 
 

 
 

Father’s Day Blessings!!! 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

April 10, 2023, Council Meeting MINUTES 
 

Call to Order: 6:35 p.m. 
Roll Call/Council Members. Pastor Ken Gadd, Shari Faucher, Miriam Guyor, Georgia Phelan, Carolyn 
Hosford, Katie Phelan   Absent: Don Weichert, Linda Girard 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ken 
Minutes of March 13 meeting: Motion by Carolyn to accept minutes as presented. Second by Shari, 
carried. 
Calendar Updates:   May 8: Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
   May 7 & 21: Communion Service 
   May 14: Last Sunday School class 

May 17 & 18: Prep and set up for Rummage Sale 
     May 19 & 20: Rummage Sale 
 June 3: Church spring cleaning day, 9 a.m. to noon 

Ministry Reports 
 

Worship. Acolytes need to come forward for the cross during the last hymn of the service. 
 

Fellowship. 
Outreach. 
A. American Red Cross blood drive July 20. Can register online now. Shari will set up 

promotions. 

B. Rummage and Bake Sale. We are now accepting items to sell. Volunteers needed! 

C. Scholarships. Need to get info to the high school sooner next year. Last year, one student 

didn’t go to college, our check was returned. 

D. Tornado collection will happen through April. Put “Tornado Collection” on envelope or 

memo line of check. 

E. St. John’s website needs attention and updating. Georgia will look into getting access. 

Spiritual Growth 
A. Sunday School, last class is May 14. Trip to Humane Society is April 29. 

B. Discussion group recap. Ken reports it went well, attendees felt it was very informative. 

Earthly gifts. Treasurer’s Report. Motion by Miriam to accept report as presented. Second by 
Carolyn. Carried. 
Building and Grounds. Spring cleaning day for the church will be June 3, 9-noon. Will put in 
announcements. 
Records/History Book. No updates this month. 
Pastor’s Report. All information reported above. 
Unfinished Business. None at this time. 
New Business/Correspondence. Received a thank you note from the Tampa Bay History Center for 
the Tampa Terrace Hotel wooden hanger we found and sent to them. 
 

Motion to adjourn by Shari at 7:29 p.m. Second by Carolyn and carried. 
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Closing prayer: Carolyn  
 

Next meeting: May 8, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Giving Lasts All Year! 
St. John’s & St. James’ Christmas Charity Tote Bags: Some needed items: 

 

We are starting over again for the next year.  The tote bags are for both boys and 
girls between the ages of 2 and 14.  The items accepted anytime: hygiene items 
such as: toothbrush holders, toothbrushes, toothpaste, washcloths, dental floss, 
comb/brushes, hair accessories such as head bands, ponies a, clips, bows, and 

barrettes and school supplies such as: notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, 
colored markers, pencil sharpeners, scissors (for youngsters and older children) , 
rulers, large erasers. Pens, pencils and socks, hats, scarves and gloves/mittens 

and toys. 
 

Please donate travel size items, we only have so much space to store the items 
in for the year and we need to get all items to fit in the bags.  Please try to stick to 
the list so we receive enough of the items we need and not a little of items that are 

considered extra items. 
 

Thank you!!! 
 

Donations accepted all year to accumulate 100 of each item. 
distribution is via local organizations. Donation box & COMPLETE LIST on table. 
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Mary Martha Guild 
 
 
Mary Martha Minutes from the meeting held on April 12, 2023. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:55pm by Loretta.  
 
Members present: Loretta, Lois, Bea, and Lynn.  We welcomed Karen Jolicoeur to our group. 
 
Minutes from the March meeting were read.  Motion by Bea, seconded by Lois, to accept as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
 
No Treasurer’s report to present. 
 
Old Business - The tickets for the quilt raffle will be made by Carolyn.  The drawing for the quilt will be 
on June 25th. 
 
New Business - At May’s meeting we will establish new prices for baked goods for the bake sale. 
 
Motion made by Lynn, seconded by Bea to adjourn the meeting at 1:50pm.  Carried. 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Reh 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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Message from St. Johns Council President 

 
I don’t know about you, but I consider all of you my “church family”. It’s so reassuring to know 
you’re all here, with me, in Christ’s love. I also consider our church building my “church home”. As 
busy as I get around here, every once in a while, I just take a minute to sit down and feel the 
warmth of this building and this congregation. Each time, I think of people I know who would truly 
enjoy this if they’d just try it! I must continue to be an “inviter” and share this wonderful place 
with others. 
We learned recently of the passing of Norma Bassett, a long-time member of St. John’s. Although 
not able to participate recently, Norma remains in the hearts and memories of many. Our prayers 
are with her family. 
St. John ministries have been busy. Our Sunday School class ended their year with their successful 
drive for the Blue Water Area Humane Society. The kids are now on break until fall, but we hope to 
see them often on Sundays. 
Our annual scholarships have been awarded! Andrew Rickel and Mikayla Sans, both of Ira Township, 
are our recipients this year. Both have been advised of their awards and invited to attend St. 
John’s on June 11. 
Our Rummage Sale was once again a great success. The weather mostly cooperated by only raining 

during the night      Saturday could have been a touch warmer, but we’ll take dry over warm any 

time! Many thanks to all who donated, worked, and bought. Also thanks to Wynne Achatz, Real 
Estate One, for the use of her moving van and Joe Valla for the use of his canopy. Our final net 
income was just over $2,000. Additionally, hundreds of people visited St. John’s during this event- I 
saw several checking out the place, including our beautiful grounds. Speaking of which, we will be 
hosting a graduation party here in June. We don’t use our beautiful spaces nearly enough! Keep us 
in mind when you or your family and friends need a venue! 
Circling back to where I started- our “church home” needs a good spring cleaning, so we’ve 
determined to do this on Saturday, June 3, 9:00 am-noon. Come on out and give us a hand 
because, as we all know, many hands make light work! 
I hope you’re all enjoying spring, whether it be digging in the garden or just taking in the colors 
through the window. God’s handiwork is everywhere! 
Georgia 
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June Activities 
Saturday, June 3 - Spring Cleaning at St. John’s – 9am – 12pm 

 
Sunday, June 4 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion Service – 11am 

 
Sunday, June 11– Sunday Worship Service – 11am 

Scholarship Service 
 

Monday, June 12 - Church Council meeting – 6:30pm 
 

Sunday, June 18– Sunday Worship with Holy Communion Service – 11am 
 

Sunday, June 4 – Sunday Worship Service – 11am 
 
 

July Activities 
Sunday, July 2 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion Service – 11am 

 
Monday, July 10 - Church Council meeting – 6:30pm 

 
Saturday, July 15 - Euchre at St. James – 6:30pm. 

 
Sunday, July 16 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion Service – 11am 

Outdoor Service and Potluck 
 

Thursday, July 20 - Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Sunday, July 30 – Sunday Worship with Healing Service – 11am 
 

Scripture Readings for June 
 

Sunday, June 4     Sunday, June 11 
Trinity Sunday      Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Gen 1: 1-2: 4a     Gen 12: 1-9 and Ps 33: 1-12 or 
Ps 8       Hos 5: 15-6: 6 and Ps 50: 7-15 
2 Cor 13: 11-13     Rom 4: 13-26 
Matt 28:  16-20     Matt 9: 9-13, 18-26 
This is Good     The Call of Abram   

         
Sunday, June 18     Sunday, June 25 
Third Sunday After Pentecost   Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Gen 18: 1-15, (21: 1-7) and Ps 116- 1-2, 12-19 Gen 21: 8-21 and Ps 86: 1-10, 16-17 or 
or Ex 19; 2-8a and Ps 100     Jer 20: 7-13 and Ps 69: 7-10, (11-15), 16-18 
Rom 5: 1-8      Rom 6: 1b-11  
Matt 9; 35-10; 8 (9-23)    Matt 10: 24-39 
Sarah Laughed     Daring Discipleship 
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Additional Activities 
 

Sunday Services 
Sunday Service is held at 11:00 a.m. each week. This service is also available live via online 
streaming at 11:00 a.m. St. James’ service is streamed at 9:00 a.m. Both are available to view as a 
video any time after the live streams. www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity or 
www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-10150090210425008  

 

Council Meetings 
Church Council’s next meeting is June 12th at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is held the second and fourth Sundays of each month. Students are encouraged to 
attend services on the first and third Sundays as well. Lynn Andrews and Miriam Guyor are teachers 
this year.  Sunday School is closed till Fall.   
 

Mary Martha Guild 
Mary Martha Guild meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon in the Community Room.  

 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of 
Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Prayer Group 
Prayer Group meets the second Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. in the Community Room. We 
will be praying for our family and friends.  Anyone is welcome to join us. Please let us know if you 
have any prayer needs.  
 

Coffee Hour 
Although we gather for coffee, visiting and goodies each Sunday after service, we have a special Coffee 
Hour the first Sunday of each month when special food is prepared and shared. This is provided by 
members. To take a turn to host, please sign up in the Community Room. 
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Hundreds of older and disabled neighbors in our community need help getting to doctor 
appointments, the grocery store or other essential errands. Being able to get food and 
medical care can make it possible for them to remain in their homes as long as possible. 
The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program is in need of drivers who are available during 
daytime hours. If you have just a couple hours a month that you can give to someone in need, 
you can make a huge difference in the life of a struggling neighbor. You tell us what days, 
times and areas are convenient for you and we call you with specific appointments that meet 
your criteria. If you are free, say yes. If you’re not, simply decline and we will call you 
another time. Even one more ride a year makes a big difference to the person who needs it! 
Please call our office today at (586) 757-5551. Learn more at www.ivcinfo.org  

http://www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity
http://www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-10150090210425008
http://www.ivcinfo.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 
The Mary Martha Guild is having a quilt raffle.  The quilt is 94” by 94”  and the pattern is called 
Grandmother’s Garden.  This quilt was started over 30 years ago by our late church member, Bruce 
Beattie, father of Brenda Fisher, who recently passed away.  Brenda donated the quilt last year to the 
Mary Martha Guild.  Loretta Prange finished the quilt for this year’s raffle.  
The quilt is on display in the community room.  Tickets are on sale, one ticket for $20 and three tickets 
for $50.  The drawing will be held on June 25.  Please see any member of the Mary Martha to purchase 
tickets.  The raffle is being held in memory of Brenda Fisher, who was a longtime member of our group.  
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St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: (810) 765-5371 

E-mail: kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


