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News from Pastor Ken

(emorial

DAY

Is it me or has this has been a strange year for weather. There have been several
days of 70-degree weather. We have had days that included a little winter and
summer all in a day of spring. This weather has been teasing us for over a month.

It makes me think that mother nature is struggling to let go of her wintry past and
even though she wants spring to happen she struggles with making the
commitment to spring. So she gets stuck between the two. Can’t quite let go of the
things she likes about the past and has anxiety about what the unknown spring can
bring. In the meantime, it makes a bit of a mess of what’s going on today
weatherwise. Interestingly, that reminds me of my life journey sometimes. If | try too
hard to hold on to the past even though some of it was unpleasant while at the
same time being anxious about committing to the future even though in my heart, |
am aware of its wonderful possibilities | have a tendency to not allow myself to
experience the full potential of the present moment.

All that being said, | cannot believe how excited | am about the possibility of spring.
| cannot wait to spend more time in the yard and in the garden. The gardens seem
to be coming alive already. Itis like they could not wait any longer. | love watching
the gardens come alive.

Taking care of the garden has become a series of great life lessons for me. One of
those lessons is that | am still learning to balance the hard work of gardening with
remembering to take time to enjoy the garden. | find seeking that balance an
interesting metaphor for life. We sometimes get so busy doing life that we forget to
enjoy life. However, | am actually thinking about a couple new garden ideas for this
year. They are always a work in progress. Once again, we will see how the plan
unfolds.

https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity/
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I love the sight, sound and smell of spring, full sensory overload. The garden in early spring serves as
a wonderful reminder of all the miracles of life. Just like in our own lives, there is a lot of amazing stuff
going on, but because it often happens just below the surface, we sometimes forget to notice it. There
exists an amazing opportunity for transition, both in our yards and in our lives. Often where and when
we least expect it.

So this Easter season | hope you continue to look for the miracles wherever and whenever they may
appear, regardless of how big or how small they may be. Remember, this is truly a season of hope
and resurrection. As | work in the garden and experience the joy of new life, my hope is that each of
us has the opportunity to experience new life spiritually as well.

With all of challenges that life brings, both in the world and in some of our own homes, it is sometimes
hard to remember that God is with us always and at work in our lives. | think that is one of the true
miracles of Easter and spring. We are reminded with every winter there comes a season of rebirth
and new hope. Sometimes it just takes a while for us to notice it.

So look around, take a deep breath or two, and know that God is at work in your life right now. Even if
you cannot see or feel it yet, God is preparing you for a personal Easter transformation.

Remember that whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are held in God’s
unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace and there is a place for you here.

Take care and be well, Peace!
Ken
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Happy Birthdays in May

5/2 - Judy O’Brien
5/6 - Marion McKellar

Military Prayer List
| will be including a list in the newsletter of our
men and women in the military, to acknowledge
those who serve and to pray for their safety.
Please submit your love one’s, family member or
friend’s name, rank, and branch of service to be
placed
on the list.

Joshua Bieske Sgt. First Class US Air Force

Prayers For ......

Prayers for ..... Claudette, Ralph, Wayne,
Danielle, Keith, Karen, Ryan, Judy,
Shirley, Sue, Dan, Lauran, Kathy, Art,
Holly, Hazel, Gina, Michael, Deborah,
Cheryl, Lorraine, Trudy, Carolyn, Ken,
Sharon, James, Melanie, Scott,
Bernice, Gary, Marion, Don, Dorothy,
Joe, Families of St. John & St. James

Worship Ministry

Volunteers Needed
Please sign-up

Please consider signing up for the
ministries of Usher/ Greeter, Liturgists,
Communion Servers, and Altar Care.
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Kid’s Page

MEMORIAL DAY
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Mother’s Day Blessings!!!
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Meeting Minutes / Reports
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Council Meeting
March 13, 2023

Call to Order: 6:44 p.m.

Roll Call/Council Members. Pastor Ken Gadd, Shari Faucher, Miriam Guyor, Linda Girard, Carolyn
Hosford,
Absent: Katie Phelan, Don Weichert, Georgia Phelan

Opening Prayer: Pastor Ken

Minutes of February 13 meeting: Motion by Linda to accept minutes as presented. Second by Shari.
Carried.

Calendar Updates: April 2 and 16: Communion Services

April 23: Sunday school. No Sunday School on Easter, April 9
April 2: Palm Sunday
April 6: Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 at St. James
April 7: Good Friday Services: Noon at St. James, 7:00 at St. John’s. Both
followed by Stations
of the Cross
April 8: Great Easter Vigil, 7:00 at St. James
April 9: Easter service at 11:00.
May 17 & 18: Prep and set up for Rummage Sale
May 19 & 20: Rummage Sale

Ministry Reports

1. Worship
Processional: when Sunday school children aren’t present, Pastor Ken will ask a congregant
to process with the Cross.
Fellowship
2. Outreach

A. American Red Cross blood drive July 20. Can register online now. Shari will set up
promotions.

B. Rummage Sale. We will be accepting items following Easter. Volunteers needed!

C. Scholarships- St. John’s will award two $300 scholarships to Marine City graduates. Mary
Martha will award theirs separately.

Spiritual Growth

A. Sunday School.
1. Blue Water Area Humane Society. Donations are way down this year. Will be

scheduling our visit.

B. Lighting the candles and processing. See Worship above.

C. Discussion group. History of Christianity continues, last session will be March 22.

Earthly Gifts



Treasurer’s Report.
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Financial Reports. Pastor Ken reports that February was over the break even point. Shari
made the motion to accept the report as presented, second by Linda and carried.
Foxfire Fixin’s fundraiser brought in $272.70 plus a $50 donation for a total of $322.70.
Mary Martha Guild monies have been removed from St. John’s accounts.

. A $30,000, 14-month CD was opened with funds from the Sale of 227 West Blvd.

u1ld1ng and Grounds. No report.

PONw

6
Records/History Book. Shari has updated with recent funerals.
Pastor’s Report. Covered in above reports.

Unfinished Business.

A. Many thanks to Pastor Ken for sorting out the glitches with our new policies.

B. Health Dept. inspection. Pastor Ken spoke with the Health Dept. Don’t need to be certified
for funerals and weddings as those are usually catered. For one or two church dinners a
year, just need a temporary permit. We would need to update certification only if we have
more than two events per year.

New Business/Correspondence.

A. Flowers for tables. Miriam to be reimbursed.

B. Expenditures. Shari made a motion that expenditures up to $50 do not have to be
preapproved, $50 to $250 need council approval and over $250 will require a motion and
vote. Seconded by Linda. Carried.

C. Sandy and Mary would like to purchase reusable tablecloths for serving tables. Council
approved.

D. Sandy getting palms for Palm Sunday; we’ll check with Dort about extra programs for Easter.

Motion to adjourn at 7:24 by Shari with the second by Carolyn. Carried.
Closing prayer by Miriam.

Next meeting: April 10, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.
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4:49 PM L AJUTITT LTI LTI s o wrnest
0400523 Profit & Loss
Cash Basic March 2023
Mar 23 Feb 23
Crdinary IncomeExpenss
Income
Fox Fire Fixin T2 0 50.00
Initial Cffering 0o 10.00
Lenten Service 160,00 20.00
Memworial Fund 200.00 350.00
Miscellaneous Income
Coffee Hour 41.00 00
Rent £0.00 0.00
TOPS #1904 20.00 20,00
Total Miscellaneous Income 111.00 5400
O Christian World Mission 000 10.00
Plate Offering 2,72 81 4 822 5B
Total Income 3,556,861 5,326.58
Expense
Bank Service Charges
Paypal Charge 0.00 1.4
Bank Service Charges - Other 0.00 15.00
Total Bank Service Charges 0o 1621
Flower Expense 106.00 0.o0
Insurance Expense Q3600 0.oo
Intermet and Phone 1885 0.00
Odfice Supplies 4124 0.00
Payroll Expenses 318165 38165
Postage and Delivery 000 120.00
Guilt Raffle Expense 000 176.01
Repairs and Maintenance 18000 53500
Lkilities 52530 467 65
Total Expense 5,000.15 435854
Het Ordinary Income -1443 54 o684
Cther Income/Expense
Cither Income
Interest Earned 0G5 048
Interest Eamed on CD 218 0.0
Interest Eamed on Money Market 1084 237
Total Other Income 4 7B 2 BE
Cther Expense
Ask My Accountant 000 1868.05
Total Other Expense 000 1868.05
Het Other Income 478 -185.12
Net Income -1 43876 TT285
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Giving Lagts AL YVear!

St. John’s & St. James’ Christmas Charity Tote Bags: Some needed items:

We are starting over again for the next year. The tote bags are for both boys and
girls between the ages of 2 and 14. The items accepted anytime: hygiene items
such as: toothbrush holders, toothbrushes, toothpaste, washcloths, dental floss,
comb/brushes, hair accessories such as head bands, ponies a, clips, bows, and
barrettes and school supplies such as: notebooks, crayons, colored pencils,
colored markers, pencil sharpeners, scissors (for youngsters and older children) ,
rulers, large erasers. Pens, pencils and socks, hats, scarves and gloves/mittens
and toys.

Please donate travel size items, we only have so much space to store the items
in for the year and we need to get all items to fit in the bags. Please try to stick to
the list so we receive enough of the items we need and not a little of items that are
considered extra items.

Thank you!!!

Donations accepted all year to accumulate 100 of each item.
distribution is via local organizations. Donation box & COMPLETE LIST on table.
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Message from St. Johns Council President

It is with sadness | share the passing of St. John’s member Debbie Van Tiem. Debbie and her mom,
Marion McKellar, were often together here in the pews. Despite her difficult physical journey,
Debbie always showed up with a smile. We’ll miss her. Heartfelt condolences to Marion and the
rest of Debbie’s family.

Many thanks to all who have contributed to both our Tornado Relief drive and our Sunday School
collection for the Blue Water Area Humane Society. We’re a generous bunch here at St. John’s!
The Sunday School kids will deliver all the goods to the Humane Society soon. Watch for cute
kid/animal photos next month :-)

And it’s truly spring when a corner of our Community Room starts to fill up with treasures for our
annual Rummage Sale! You can bring your items any Sunday or other days by making arrangements
with Miriam Guyor, Carolyn Hosford or me. Or anyone with a key! Please remember- NO
electronics. Leftovers from our sale go on to the Blue Water Area Humane Society and Helping
Hands. Please post a flyer, tell friends, family, and neighbors, and invite all to donate items, as
well.

Don’t forget to make and/or buy for the Mary Martha Guild’s Bake Sale running concurrently with
the Rummage Sale. Yum! MMG will also have tickets available for their annual Quilt Sale.

It’s spring-cleaning time! St. John’s is cleaned on a weekly basis, but our last in-the-corners
cleaning hasn’t been done since pre-Covid. The council has selected Saturday, June 3, 9:00-noon,
to accomplish this task. As always, many hands make light work! Please come to help clean if
you’re able or to cheer us on or be a go-fer if you’re not. This is a wonderful time to spend
together taking care of our “house”. Men are welcome!

| hope everyone is enjoying spring. It’s such a wonderful reminder of all that God provides us,
including the opportunity for rebirth in our lives and in our faith. See you in the pews!

Georgia
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Activities
Now through Mid-May — Tornado Relief Collection (use marked envelopes)

Now through May 18 — Rummage Sale — drop off items.
(No electronics please)

May Activities
Sunday, May 7 — Sunday Service with Holy Communion — 11am

Monday, May 8— Council Meeting — 6:30pm.
Wednesday, May 10 — Prayer Group Meeting at 11am.

Wednesday, May 10 — Mary Martha Guild Meeting — 12:30pm for lunch, business meeting to follow.
Bring a sandwich. Coffee and dessert will be provided.

Sunday, May 14 — Sunday Service — 11am
Last Sunday School class till Fall

May 17 and 18 — Prep and set up for Rummage Sale
May 19 & 20 — Rummage Sale

Saturday, May 20 — Euchre at St. James — 6:30pm.

Sunday, May 21 — Sunday Service with Holy Communion — 11am

Sunday, May 28 — Sunday Service — 11am

June Activities
Saturday, June 3 - Spring Cleaning at St. John’s

Sunday, June 4 — Sunday Worship with Holy Communion Service — 11am

Monday, June 12 - Church Council meeting — 6:30pm

July Activities
Thursday, July 20 - Red Cross Blood Drive
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Scripture Readings for May

Sunday, May 7

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7: 55-60

Ps 31: 1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2: 2-10

John 14: 1-14
Enduring Witness

Sunday, May 21

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1: 6-14

Ps 68: 1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4: 12-14, 5: 6-11
John 17; 1-11

Spirit of Witness

Sunday, May 14

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17: 22-31

Ps 66: 8-20

1 Peter 3: 13-22

John 14: 15-21

Witness of Love

Sunday, May 28

Pentecost Sunday

Acts 2: 1-21 or Num 11: 24-30
Ps 104; 24-34, 35b

1 Cor 12: 3b-13 or Acts 2: 1-211
John 20: 19-23 or John 7: 37-39
Breaking Bread
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Additional Activities

Sunday Services
Sunday Service is held at 11:00 a.m. each week. This service is also available live via online
streaming at 11:00 a.m. St. James’ service is streamed at 9:00 a.m. Both are available to view as a
video any time after the live streams. www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity or
www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-10150090210425008

Council Meetings
Church Council’s next meeting is April 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.

Sunday School
Sunday School is held the second and fourth Sundays of each month. Students are encouraged to
attend services on the first and third Sundays as well. Lynn Andrews and Miriam Guyor are teachers
this year. Saturday, April 29 — visit to the Blue Water Humane Society at 12pm. Last day of Sunday
Scholl is Sunday, May 14,

Mary Martha Guild
Mary Martha Guild meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon in the Community Room.

Coffee Donations
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of
Coffee Hour. Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Prayer Group
Prayer Group meets the second Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. in the Community Room. We
will be praying for our family and friends. Anyone is welcome to join us. Please let us know if you
have any prayer needs.

Coffee Hour
Although we gather for coffee, visiting and goodies each Sunday after service, we have a special Coffee
Hour the first Sunday of each month when special food is prepared and shared. This is provided by
members. To take a turn to host, please sign up in the Community Room.

Hundreds of older and disabled neighbors in our community need help getting to doctor
appointments, the grocery store or other essential errands. Being able to get food and
medical care can make it possible for them to remain in their homes as long as possible.

The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program is in need of drivers who are available during
daytime hours. If you have just a couple hours a month that you can give to someone in need,
you can make a huge difference in the life of a struggling neighbor. You tell us what days,
times and areas are convenient for you and we call you with specific appointments that meet
your criteria. If you are free, say yes. If you’re not, simply decline and we will call you
another time. Even one more ride a year makes a big difference to the person who needs it!
Please call our office today at (586) 757-5551. Learn more at www.ivcinfo.org



http://www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity
http://www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-10150090210425008
http://www.ivcinfo.org/

St. John’s UCC Annual

Rummage &
A Bake Sale °

Friday, May
19

9 am-5 pm
i Saturday, May 20

9 am-3 pm

527 N. William St., Marine City
Multi-family, household, furnishings, clothing,
more
Inside/outside- rain or shine!

“Name Your Own Price” pricing

All proceeds benefit St. John’s United Church of Christ



https://pngimg.com/download/6720
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://contagioushealth.blogspot.com/2010/10/giveaway-35-csn-stores-gift-certificate.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

St. Johns United Church of Christ
527 N. William Street
Marine City, Ml 48039

Phone: (810) 765-5371

E-mail: kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org

We’re on the Web!
stjohnsmarinecity.org

MAY



