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Greetings to all. 
I hope that you have all been taking time to enjoy this beautiful summer.  We have 
had some hot days, rainy days, and in between days.  A little bit of everything for 
everybody. 
 
I am glad to see that family and friends are gathering and sharing time together.  
This time of isolation has been difficult for many, so it is good to get reconnected 
on a personal level.  . 
 
As I look around, I am delighted to see the gardens have exploded with all kinds 
of wonderful color and fragrances.  I am happy about the new activity and helping 
hands taking part in growing and developing the gardens.  I am thrilled that 
summer is here and what seemed like a long winter is behind us.  It is a glorious 
summer. 
 
Personally, July is for me a rich time of reflection and gratitude reflecting on times 
of major transformation in my life. As we start the back half of the year, I am 
reminded to embrace each new day with all the opportunities, challenges, and 
times of profound spiritual enlightenment that every new day can bring.  As one 
journey ends a new and exciting one begins.   
 
I am hoping that for you this summer is a time of reflecting and relaxing.  For 
some of you it will be a time of graduations, weddings, vacations, get-a-ways, and 
trips to the beach.  I offer traveling mercies to you all, wherever this summer’s 
adventures take you.   
 
Remember to stop into a local church and say hello and share with them about 
your home church and how God has touched your life.  One of my fond memories 
as kids was my mother always had us stop by churches wherever and 
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whenever we were visiting places to go in just say a little prayer and look around.  She would say that 
it was important so when the day came to meet God face to face, he would recognize us and 
remember we had stopped by to say hello.  That funny little story still has me smiling and stopping by 
churches whenever I am on the road whether traveling for pleasure or for business. 
 
For some of us this has been a difficult and challenging summer dealing with issues of health, money, 
loss, this crazy world of ours, or just life on life’s terms.  Perhaps even to the point of challenging our 
faith.  Please know that you are not on this journey alone.  God is always with us and makes God’s 
presence known by surrounding us with friends, family (and as I like to say, some I am related to) and 
the occasional encounter with a stranger that God sends along to deliver a message.  I genuinely 
believe that God is with me the most when times are hardest and I feel it the least.  My history is proof.  
I believe it to be true for you as well. 
 
Others of us are just laying low enjoying those laid-back days of summer.  Remember that list of 
everything we were going to do this summer…relax a little.  The list is always bigger than the time and 
energy to do it.  Do what you can but remember to take time and enjoy. 
 
As we spend the summer relaxing and having fun, we have so much to look forward to with a new 
season of worship and spiritual growth.  May your summer be a restful, revitalizing time, Spirit-filled 
and surrounded by the grace and love of God.  And remember that regardless of where the summer 
takes you, you are held in God’s unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace and there 
is a place for you here.  Have a great summer.  See you Sunday! 
 
Take care and be well, Peace 
Ken 
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            Worship Ministry 

 
                      Volunteers Needed 

Please sign-up 
 
 
 
              
     
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthdays in July 

 
Military Prayer List 

I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank, and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

7/1    Thomas Fisher 
7/1     Karen Jolicoeur 
7/5     Aaron Forest 
7/7     Katie Phelan 
7/7     MarileeSchultz 
7/9     Shari Faucher 
7/18   Bea Gubanche 
7/18   Lori LaMontagne 

Prayers For …… 
 
Claudette, Barb, Ralph, Wayne, Danielle, 
Keith, Karen, Ryan, Judy, Sue, Dan, Lauran, 
Bradley, Lorraine, Trudy, Carolyn, Ken, 
Sharon, James, Families of St. John & St. 
James 
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Anniversaries in July 

7/8    Dorothy & Kurt Schultz 
7/26  Georgia & Michael Phelan 
7/27  Mary & Bill Galvin 

7/30  Denise & Douglas Beattie 

Happy Birthdays in August 
Anniversaries in August 

8/13  Janet Bulgrien 

8/24   Don Weichert 

8/8    Lisa and Aaron Forest 
8/11  Megan & Mark Hincherick 
8/25  Lois & Don Weichert 

Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/ Greeter, Liturgists, 
Communion Servers and altar Care. 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Council Meeting Minutes 

May 9, 2022 
 
Call to order: 6:35 p.m. 
 
Roll Call/Council Members: Georgia Phelan, Pastor Ken Gadd, Shari Faucher, Miriam Guyor, Don Weichert, 
Linda Girard, Katie Phelan   Absent: Carolyn Hosford 
 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ken 
 
Minutes of last meeting: Motion by Shari to accept minutes of April 11, 2002 meeting as presented. Second by 
Linda. Carried. 
 
Motion by Miriam to accept minutes of May 1, 2022 special meeting as presented. Second by Shari. Carried. 
 
Calendar Updates: May 20-21: Rummage and Bake Sale 
   June 12: Scholarship Service 
   June 13: Council Meeting 6:30 
   July 11: Council Meeting 6:30 
   July 17: Annual Outdoor Service with Communion followed by potluck  
   picnic 
   July 31: Fifth Sunday of month, Healing Service 
   August 11: Council Meeting 6:30 
   Communion Services: June 5 & 19, July 3 & 17, August 7 & 21   
Ministry Reports 
 
1. Worship 

A. Pastor Ken has shown samples and materials for new altar cloths    
  to a seamstress and will be getting measurements to her. 
 B. We will train a few more people to handle altar and Communion prep and  
  give others the opportunity to share Ministry. 
2. Fellowship 
  Recent guests to services will receive notes  
   
3. Outreach 
 A. Georgia has prepared signs for rummage sale. Still need more donations. 
 B. Shari is going to get information from the Red Cross regarding sponsoring a  

 blood drive 
      
4. Spiritual Growth 
 A. Sunday School. Classes finished May 8, will resume after school resumes in the  
  Fall 
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B. Our Confirmation candidate will be confirmed when instruction is complete   

Earthly Gifts 
 A. Treasurer’s Report. Motion by Shari to accept the Treasurer’s Report for March  
  and April with corrections. Second by Second by Katie and carried.  
 B. Building and Grounds 
  I. Georgia signed contract with Optimal Pest Control, Linda will schedule 
  II. Georgia and Mike will look into getting the threshold fixed on parking lot 
   entry door. 
  III. New flags are up. Pastor Ken will look into getting a Christian flag 
  IV. Kurt will install new downspout extensions 
  V. Kurt will be sent an appreciation note for the excellent job on our floors. 
             
Records/History Book. Shari continues recording member funerals, etc. services held here 
 
Pastor’s Report:  
 Pastor Ken continues to do many funerals and a lot of counseling. He has put together a  
 resource handout for grief counseling. Please let him know if he can reach out to  
 anyone. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 A. Draft use agreement/Community Room. Georgia is preparing and will present at  
  a later date 
 
New Business 
 St. John’s scholarship recipients: Jacob Hincherick, Emma Forest, Richard Basso.  
 Mary Martha Guild recipient: Eric Durette. 
 Letters to them will go out this week and Georgia will give the info to the High School 
 for the Convocation ceremony 
   
Adjournment:  
Miriam made a motion to adjourn at 7:55p.m. Second by Shari. Carried. 
 
Closing prayer:  
Miriam 
 
Next meeting: June 13, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Scripture Readings for July 
 

Sunday, July 3     Sunday, July 10 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost    Fifth Sunday After Pentecost   
2 Kings 5:1-14 and Ps 30    Amos 7: 7-17 and Ps 82 
Isa 66: 10-14 and Ps 66: 1-9    Deut 30: 9-14 and Ps 25: 1-10 
Gal 6: (1-6), 7-16     Col 1: 1-14 
Luke 10:  1-11, 16-20     Luke 10: 25-37 
Surprising Prophets      Caring Neighbors    

        
Sunday, July 17     Sunday, July 24 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost   Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Amos 8: 1-12 and Ps 52    Hos 1” 2-10 and Ps 85 
Gen 18: 1-10a and Ps 15    Gen 18: 20-32 and Ps 138 
Col 1: 15-28      Col 2: 6-15, (16-19) 
Luke 10: 38-42     Luke 11: 1-13 
Word and Work     Shaped by Prayer 
 
    Sunday, July 31 
    Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
    Hos11:1-11 and Ps 107: 1-9, 43 
    Eccl 1:2, 12-14; 2: 18-23 and Ps 49: 1-2 
    Col 3: 1-11 
    Luke 12: 13-21 
    Soul Investment 

 
 

Scripture Readings for August 
 

Sunday, August 7     Sunday, August 14 
Nineth Sunday After Pentecost    Tenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Isa 1: 1, 10-20 and Ps 50: 1-8, 22-23   Isa 5: 1-7 and Ps 80: 1-2, 8-19 
Gen 15: 1-6 and Ps 33: 12-22   Jer 23: 23-29 and Ps 82 
Heb 1: 1=3, 8-16      Heb 11: 29-12;2 
Luke 12; 32-40     Luke 12: 49-56 
Living into the Promise     Restore Us     

       
Sunday, August 21     Sunday, August 28 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost   Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost  
Jer 1: 4-10 and 71: 1-6    Jer 2: 4-13 and Ps 81: 1, 10-16 
Isa 58: 9b-14 and Ps 103: 1-8   Sirach 10:12-18 or Prov 25: 6-7, and Ps 112 
Heb 12: 18-29      Heb 13: 1-8, 15-16 
Luke 13: 10-17      Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
Healing Reign     Open Table 
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Message from St. Johns Council President 

 
From the Prez July 2022   Georgia Phelan  
Happy summer to everyone! Although our early warm weather made it seem otherwise, technically 
summer just started on June 21. Hard to believe, but our days are already getting shorter! 
Fortunately, here in Michigan our summer weather still has quite a while to go- and our evening 

daylight, too       

YOU are needed by St. John’s! We have some very dedicated members here at St. John’s that take 
care of our Altar Ministry, but in many cases, there’s just ONE person who does certain parts of 
preparing and caring for our altar and preparing for service. And many of us, me included, don’t 
know everything about why we do certain things in certain ways. Well- we can now learn more! On 
July 10, following service, Pastor Ken will walk us through Altar Ministry, sharing what we do and 
how and why we do it. Personally, I love learning more about my church! And it’s a true joy 
privilege to be able to participate in services. Please join us for about an hour on July 10 to meet 
our members who tend to our Altar and learn more about service to St. John’s and our 
congregation.  
If you were with us at our Scholarship Service on June 12, you got to meet three of our four 
scholarship recipients this year- Emma Forest, Jacob Hincherick and Eric Durette. Our fourth 
recipient, Richard Basso, was not in attendance. Eric received his scholarship from the Mary Martha 
Guild; the others received congregation-sponsored scholarships. Thanks to the Galvins for providing 
graduation cake.  
July 17 will be our Annual Outdoor Service and Potluck Picnic. I love potluck and our members 
never disappoint me at this event! Our large maple tree west of the church provides the shade for 
our congregation to, well, congregate in the cool grass and share God’s love and blessings in 
nature. If you’d like to help set up, just come a little early and help move a few chairs and tables. 
Following service, food is set up indoors and eating is where you prefer- indoors or outdoors. In 
case of rain, everything simply moves inside. So come one and all! Bring any guests you want- we 
welcome ALL! 
We have one more important date in July- on July 21, we are hosting a Blood Drive for the 
American Red Cross. This is such an important Outreach Ministry- the need is always so great. 
Donors need only be 16 or older and register in advance. Please see the enclosed flyer for details. 
If you want to help at the registration table or make cookies, please sign up on the sheet in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
This summer, let’s use these opportunities to live and share in God’s love! 
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Mary-Martha Guild Quilt winner 
Miriam Guyor, center, with 
Loretta Prange, Lynn Reh, Judy 
Lester and Linda Leonard. 

From left: Eric Durette, Emma Forest, 
Jacob Hincherick, and Council President 
Georgia Phelan 



 
 
 
 

 

July Activities 
Sunday, July 3 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am 

 
Sunday, July 10 – Sunday Worship 11am. 

Altar Ministries Workshop after service 
 

Monday, July 11 – Council Meeting – 6:30pm. 
 

Sunday, July 17 – Outside Sunday Worship with Holy Communion and Potluck Picnic– 11am. 
 

Thursday, July 21 – American Red Cross Blood Drive  
 

Sunday, July 24 – Sunday Worship – 11am 
 

Sunday, July 31 – Sunday Worship with Healing Service – 11am 
 

August Activities 
Sunday, August 7 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am 

 
Monday, August 8 – Council Meeting – 6:30pm. 

 
Sunday, August 14 – Sunday Worship 11am. 

 
Sunday, August 21 - Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am. 

 
Sunday, August 28 – Sunday Worship – 11am 
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Hundreds of older and disabled neighbors in our community need help getting to doctor 
appointments, the grocery store or other essential errands. Being able to get food and 
medical care can make it possible for them to remain in their homes as long as possible. 
The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program is in need of drivers who are available 
during daytime hours. If you have just a couple hours a month that you can give to 
someone in need, you can make a huge difference in the life of a struggling neighbor. You 
tell us what days, times and areas are convenient for you and we call you with specific 
appointments that meet your criteria. If you are free, say yes. If you’re not, simply 
decline and we will call you another time. Even one more ride a year makes a big 
difference to the person who needs it! 
Please call our office today at (586) 757-5551. Learn more at www.ivcinfo.org  

http://www.ivcinfo.org/


 
 
 
 

Additional Activities 
 

Sunday Services 
Sunday Service is in person 11:00 a.m.  Service is also available via online streaming on Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 a.m.  If it is not available on our Facebook page, please try St. James’ - it is the 
exact same service.  Both will be available to view as a video any time after the live streams. 
www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity or www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-
10150090210425008. 

 

Council Meetings 
Church Council’s next meetings are July 11th and August 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is closed until Fall. 
 

Mary Martha Guild Annual Picnic 
The June Mary Martha meeting will be on Wednesday, July 13th at 12 noon.  This will be our annual 
picnic, which will be held at the home of Lois and Don Weichert.  Please let Loretta know what dish 
you will bring to pass.  Hot dogs and beverages will be provided.   Next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, September 14th in the Fellowship Room. 

 
4th Annual Chili Potato Dinner 

Saturday, October 8th 
 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of 
Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

 
 

Giving Lasts All Year! 
 

St. John’s & St. James’ Christmas Charity Tote Bags: Some needed items: 
 

School supplies:    Toothpaste/Floss 
Colored pencils/markers   Washcloths  
Crayons      Socks- for ages 2-14        
Pencil sharpeners/erasers   Headbands/barrettes/bows 
Scissors/rulers    Toys ages 2-14 

 
Donations accepted all year to accumulate 100 of each item; 

distribution is via local organizations. Donation box & COMPLETE LIST on table. 
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JULY / AUGUST 
NEWSLETTER 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: (810) 765-5371 

E-mail: kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


