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Is it me or has this has been a strange year for weather.  There have been several 
days of near 70-degree weather.  We have had days that included a little winter 
and summer all in a day of spring.  This weather has been teasing us for over a 
month.   
 
It makes me think that mother nature is struggling to let go of her wintry past and 
even though she wants spring to happen she struggles with making the 
commitment to spring. So, she gets stuck between the two. Can’t quite let go of 
the things she likes about the past and has anxiety about what the unknown 
spring can bring. In the meantime, it makes a bit of a mess of what’s going on 
today weatherwise. Interestingly, that reminds me of my life journey sometimes. If 
I try too hard to hold on to the past even though some of it was unpleasant while 
at the same time being anxious about committing to the future even though in my 
heart, I am aware of its wonderful possibilities. In so doing, I may not allow myself 
to experience the full potential of the present moment. 
 
All that being said, I cannot believe how excited I am about the possibility of 
spring. I cannot wait to spend more time in the yard and in the garden. The 
gardens seem to be coming alive already.  It is like they could not wait any longer.  
I love watching the gardens come alive.   
 
Taking care of the garden has become a series of great life lessons for me. One 
of those lessons is that I am still learning to balance the hard work of gardening 
with remembering to take time to enjoy the garden. I find seeking that balance an 
interesting metaphor for life. We sometimes get so busy doing life that we forget to 
enjoy life. However, I am actually thinking about a couple new garden ideas for 
this year.  They are always a work in progress.  Once again, we will see how the 
plan unfolds. 
 
I love the sight, sound and smell of spring, full sensory overload. The garden in 
early spring serves as a wonderful reminder of all the miracles of life.  Just like in 
our own lives, there is a lot of amazing stuff going on, but because it often 
happens just below the surface, we sometimes forget to notice it.  There exists an 
amazing opportunity for transition, both in our yards and in our lives.  Often where 
and when we least expect it. 
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So, this Easter season I hope you continue to look for the miracles wherever and whenever they may 
appear, regardless of how big or how small they may be. Remember, this is truly a season of hope 
and resurrection.  As I work in the garden and experience the joy of new life, my hope is that each of 
us has the opportunity to experience new life spiritually as well.   
 
With all of challenges that life brings, both in the world and in some of our own homes, it is sometimes 
hard to remember that God is with us always and at work in our lives.  I think that is one of the true 
miracles of Easter and spring.  We are reminded with every winter there comes a season of rebirth 
and new hope.  Sometimes it just takes a while for us to notice it.   
 
So look around, take a deep breath or two, and know that God is at work in your life right now.  Even if 
you cannot see or feel it yet, God is preparing you for a personal Easter transformation. 
 
Remember that whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are held in God’s 
unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace and there is a place for you here. 
 
Take care and be well, Peace 
Ken 
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Worship Ministry 
 

             Volunteers Needed 
Please sign-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
**Live streaming of Sunday Services will continue at 9:00am on the St. James Facebook page 
and St. Johns Sunday Services will continue at 11:00am on the St. Johns Facebook page.  
Both will be available as a video any time after the live streams.** 
 
 

Happy Birthdays in May 

Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/ Greeter, Liturgists, 
Communion Servers and altar Care. 
  
 

 

 
Military Prayer List 

I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank, and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

5-2  Judy O’Brien 
5-6  Marion McKellar 

Prayers For …… 
 
…. Claudette, Barb, Ralph, Wayne, Danielle, 
Keith, Karen, Sue, Mark, Dan, Lauran, Eddie, 
Carolyn, Lynn, Don, Lois, Marion, Tom, 
Brenda, Prange Family, Tamara, Ken, Kathy, 
Michael, Gina, Families of St. John & St. 
James 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
    
  
   
 
 
 

Page 3 of 13 

Anniversaries in May 

5-4  Brenda & Tom Fisher 



 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Page 4 of 13 

Kid’s Page 



 
 
 
 

Memorial Day Tribute 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Council Meeting Minutes 

March 14, 2022 
 
Call to order: 6:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call/Council Members:  Carolyn Hosford, Shari Faucher, Miriam Guyor, Don Weichert,. Linda 
Girard    Absent: Georgia Phelan, Pastor Ken Gadd 
 
Opening Prayer: Miriam 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Shari to accept Agenda with changes. Second by Carolyn.  Carried. 
 
Minutes of last meeting: Motion by Shari to approve minutes. Second by Carolyn. Carried. 
 
Calendar Updates:  

March 27: St. James corned beef dinner, 4:00 p.m. Perch Point Conservation Club 
March 9: Zoom discussion group March 23 and 30,  April 6 and 13, 7:00 
April 14: Maundy Thursday service at St. James, 7:00  
April 15: Good Friday services followed by Stations of the Cross at St. James at noon, St. 
John’s at 7:00 
April 16: Holy Saturday service at St. James, 7:00 
April 17: Easter Sunday service, 9:30 at St. James and 11:00 at St. John’s 
May 20-21: Rummage and Bake Sale 

 
Ministry Reports 
 
1. Worship 
 A. Lent and Easter plans 
  I. We have no pre-printed programs for Easter. 
  II. Carolyn will get the palm fronds and Easter lilies 

B. Pastor Ken is in touch with someone to make altar clothes. 
2. Fellowship 
 A. We are still waiting to hear St. James Chili Cook Off date before setting our date  
  for our Chili Potato Dinner. 
3. Outreach 
 A. St. John’s/James cooperative 2022 Christmas totes list is updated monthly. 
 B. Blue Water Safe Horizons program with St. James, no plans yet. 

C. Rummage sale donations can be brought in after Easter. No computers or  
electrical technology items or large furniture (such as couches) will be accepted as a donation to 
the sale. We need to check on clothes donation after the sale. 

 D. Ukraine Relief donations from St. John’s and St. James will be accepted through   
 March 27. Miriam will post on our Facebook page.   
4. Spiritual Growth 
 A. Prayer Group/Mary Martha Guild. Tickets are available for the quilt raffle. 
 B.  Sunday School Report. The class will visit the Blue Water Area Humane Society  
  on March 19 with donations from St. John’s and St. James and help socialize the  
 animals awaiting adoption.   

C. Wednesday evening discussion group on the Apostles is going well. Technology   
 issues will be addressed. 

 D. Confirmation candidate. Tabled. 
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Earthly Gifts 
 A. Treasurer’s Report. Motion by Don to not accept the Treasurer’s Report until      
Pastor Ken is in attendance to answer questions. Second by Shari. Carried.   

B. Ants have been observed both in and outside. Motion by Miriam to get quotes  
from pest control companies. Second by Katie and carried. Linda will get quotes. 

             
Records/History Book. Shari is doing ongoing maintenance. Added Ron Leonard’s service. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Tabled. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 A. Draft use agreement. Tabled. 
 
New Business 
 A. Scholarships. No report at this time. 
 
Adjournment: Shari made a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Second by Katie. Carried. 
 
Closing prayer: Don 
 
Next meeting: April 11, 2022 at 6:30np.m. 
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Scripture Readings for May 
 

Sunday, May 1      Sunday, May 8 
Third Sunday of Easter     Fourth Sunday of Easter   
Acts 9: 1-6, , (7-20)      Acts 9: 36-43 
Ps 30        Ps 23 
Rev 5: 11-14       Rev 7: 9-17 
Jn 21: 1-19       Jn 10: 22-30 
The Way Forward       Life-giving Acts    

        
Sunday, May 15      Sunday, May22 
Fifth Sunday of Easter     Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 11: 1-18       Acts 16: 9-15 
Ps 148        Ps 67 
Rev 21: 1-6       Rev 21: 10, 22-22:5 
Jn 13: 31-35       Jn 14: 23-29 or Jn 5: 1-9  
Image        Disciples Together 
 
     Sunday, May 29 
     Seventh Sunday of Easter 
     Acts 16: 16-34 
     Ps 97 
     Rev 22: 23=14. 16-17, 20-21 
     Jn 17: 20-26 
     Breaking Chains 
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Message from St. Johns Council President 
 

Here we go! Spring always seems to bring an uptick in activities and it’s no different here at St. 
John’s! 

Let’s start with one of my favorites- our annual congregational scholarships to local graduating 
seniors. This is especially fun this year because we get to award a scholarship to one of our own- 
Jacob Hincherik, son of Megan and Mark Hincherik. Jacob, graduating from Marine City High School, 
is a wonderful young man and a joy to be around. He has helped frequently here at St. John’s- 
from yard and grounds work with grandparents, Bill and Mary Galvin, to pitching in at our Chili 
Potato Dinner.  
A St. John’s congregational scholarship will also be awarded to Richard Basso. Richard is graduating 
from Riverview East High School here in Marine City. Our Mary-Martha Guild will award their own 
scholarship to Eric Durette, graduating from Marine City High School. All scholarships are for $300. 
With great pride I share with you that here at St. John’s we raised $1,285 for relief in Ukraine. This 
will be combined with what was raised at St. James and sent on to help those suffering from that 
war-torn area of the world. We are a small congregation, but we have big hearts and aren’t afraid 
to do what we can for those who need our help. Very sincere thanks to all who supported this 
mission. 
I have to keep talking Rummage and Bake Sale, of course! This is a big event for us each year, so 
it’s important we all keep it in mind. Small items have been accepted since Easter; large items are 
delayed until after Rev. Reh’s service on April 30 so as to not clutter up the Fellowship Hall. By the 
time you see this- it’ll be time to bring it all in! Make sure to check in with your family, friends, 
and neighbors, too! Please note: this year we will not accept large items like beds, sofas, or 
electronics such as computers, printers, and the like. We just don’t sell them and no one else 
wants them afterwards. We DO take furnishings like tables, dressers, and chairs. Of course, we 
need all the other miscellany a good sale offers, too! And don’t forget to bake for the Mary-Martha 
Guild bake sale. This is a major fundraiser for them. If you need help moving items, please let 
Miriam Guyor or me know and we’ll see what we can do. Volunteers make this work, so please sign 
up to help on Wednesday and/or Thursday for prep days, and Friday and/or Saturday for sale days.  
We’re invited! St. Paul’s Church on Harsen’s Island has invited us to share in the celebration of 
their 100th Anniversary on Wednesday, June 29. Activities start at St. Paul’s at 4:00 p.m. with 
Renewal Prayers, Dedication of the New Organ, Planting of New Seeds and Scottish Pipes. There 
will be at Hot Dog Picnic provided at 5:30 p.m. at Brown’s Field across from the ferry dock, 
followed by a concert of dance music under the sky featuring the St. Clair Community Big Band. 
Sounds like a wonderful event! 
May you see God’s hand everywhere as new life appears this spring! 
 
Georgia 
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May Activities 
 

Sunday, May 1 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am 
 

Sunday, May 8 – Sunday Worship 11am. – Mother’s Day 
Last Day of Sunday School 

 
Monday, May 9 – Council Meeting – 6:30pm. 

 
Sunday, May 15 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am. 

 
Wednesday, May 18 – Rummage Sale Preparation (please volunteer) 9am - ? 

 
Thursday, May 19 -Rummage Sale Preparation (please volunteer) - 9 am-? 

 
Friday, May 20 - Rummage & Bake Sale (volunteer again!) - 9 am-5:00 pm 

 
Saturday, May 21 - Rummage & Bake Sale (volunteer again!) - 9 am-3 pm 

 
Sunday, May 22 – Sunday Worship – 11am 

 
Sunday, May 29 – Sunday Worship with Healing – 11am. 
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Hundreds of older and disabled neighbors in our community need help getting to doctor 
appointments, the grocery store or other essential errands. Being able to get food and 
medical care can make it possible for them to remain in their homes as long as possible. 
The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program is in need of drivers who are available 
during daytime hours. If you have just a couple hours a month that you can give to 
someone in need, you can make a huge difference in the life of a struggling neighbor. You 
tell us what days, times and areas are convenient for you and we call you with specific 
appointments that meet your criteria. If you are free, say yes. If you’re not, simply 
decline and we will call you another time. Even one more ride a year makes a big 
difference to the person who needs it! 
Please call our office today at (586) 757-5551. Learn more at www.ivcinfo.org  

http://www.ivcinfo.org/


 
 
 
 

 

Additional Activities 
 

Sunday Services 
Sunday Service is in person 11:00 a.m.  Service is also available via online streaming on Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 a.m.  If it is not available on our Facebook page, please try St. James’ - it is the 
exact same service.  Both will be available to view as a video any time after the live streams. 
www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity or www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-
10150090210425008. 

 

Council Meetings 
Church Council’s next meeting is May 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School last day until Fall is Sunday, May 8th. 
 

Scholarship Service 
Sunday, June 12 – Scholarship Service – 11am. 
 

4th Annual Chili Potato Dinner 
Saturday, October 8th 

 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of 
Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Giving Lasts All Year! 
 

St. John’s & St. James’ Christmas Charity Tote Bags: Some needed items: 
 

School supplies:    Toothpaste/Floss 
Colored pencils/markers   Washcloths  
Crayons      Socks- for ages 2-14        
Pencil sharpeners/erasers   Headbands/barrettes/bows 
Scissors/rulers    Toys ages 2-14 

 
Donations accepted all year to accumulate 100 of each item; 

distribution is via local organizations. Donation box & COMPLETE LIST on table. 
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MAY 
NEWSLETTER 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: (810) 765-5371 

E-mail: kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


