
 
527 N. William Street, Marine City, MI 48039  

 
  

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

 

 
 
Greetings to all!   Merry Christmas and a belated New Year!   
 

I realize that it sounds odd hearing these well wishes in this order but that is 
how it goes in the church world. According to the Liturgical calendar the 
church New Year officially began the last Sunday in November this year 
with the first Sunday in Advent. For all of you keeping score this begins 
Liturgical year C. 
 

This year in so many ways seems like last year just overflowed into this 
year.  So much uncertainty, confusion and frustration. 
 

Maybe even more so my appreciation of Advent grows. Perhaps even more 
with every passing year.  When I think of what Advent is all about.  As you 
have heard me say so often, Advent is to Christmas what Lent is to Easter.  
It is a time of spiritual preparation and discernment.  It is a time to consider 
our relationship with God and Jesus Christ and the role they have in our 
lives.  It is to consider this incredible gift that we are about to receive and 
how we would like to use it.  I like to think of the gift of Christmas as an 
unlimited gift card that we can use anytime and anyplace to shape and 
guide our lives.  But like all gift cards, it only benefits us if we choose to use 
them. 
 

I think my Christmas’ have become richer and more fulfilling as my Advent 
practices become richer and more intentional.  I use Advent as a time of 
spiritual centering, reflection, and preparation for the year to come so when 
Christmas gets here, I am really ready.  Not necessarily on the outside but 
on the inside.  I think part of what use to (and still can) make me crazy 
about Christmas is that I thought everything needed to be perfect on the 
outside in order to be right on the inside, including gifts, decorating the  
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house, the tree, the lights, the dishes, the…the…, the…. You see, I can make myself anxious just 
thinking about it.  And while potentially becoming overwhelmed about the outside, it becomes easier to 
forget to prepare and make ready the inside. The heart and the spirit of Christmas.  
 

So, for years it has been, first things first. Heart and spirit first and then allow some time to put up a 
little tree, a few decorations, and a little bit of shopping. Just as a note, I do not buy things people will 
not use just because I do not know what they need. Ah…. Christmas 
 

So once again I am gathering my meditation materials and have been making my short list of specific 
things, I am seeking God’s direction about in my life. It is important for me to use this as a time and 
season of reflection and preparation. If you would like to join me in spirit for a day in prayer, 
meditation, or whatever practice you use to center your spirit, I would enjoy sharing that with you. I 
continue to be excited about the journey ahead.  This year I invite you to join me in re-arranging 
prioritizes and sharing with me ways to more fully enjoy Advent and therefore Christmas.   
 

First, slow down and take time to remember what this season is truly about. It is time for thinking about 
our individual relationships with God and listening for what it is God would have us to do and who it is 
that God would have us to be. It is a time of prayer, contemplation and discerning. It is a time for 
considering and acting on how it is you want God to impact your life.I want to remind you to expect the 
unexpected.  
 

Secondly, Advent is the beginning of the new church year. It is a season for appreciating what is, 
together with the hope of what is to come. I look with anticipation toward this New Year both in my 
personal life as well as our life together and as a community of faith. This has been an interesting year 
of growth and transition for me and our church family. As we make our way through this year there is 
cause for a cautiously exciting sense of energy and anticipation.  I invite you to pray and prepare for 
what God is calling you individually and we as a community, to be and to do in the year ahead. 
 

Third, Advent is the gateway to Christmas and all the joy and anticipation that comes with it. As I 
stated earlier, I am aware that even in “normal times” during the holidays we are sometimes consumed 
with trying to do life perfectly. It seems that no matter how much we do or how hard we work there will 
always be a couple things more we could have done. Is not that the way life is. I think the key to 
happiness during the holidays as well as throughout life is to slow down, plan for what you can plan, 
do what you can do, and then relax and take time to enjoy the ride, knowing that things are always 
going to turn out a little differently than the plan. Make sure to leave room for the Spirit to do its thing. 
 

During this time of Advent, I invite you to follow that simple formula, plan a little, do a little, and enjoy, 
remembering that the biggest gift that you will receive is not under the tree. It is the gift of God’s 
unending love for you, the gift of boundless, unconditional, unearned, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 
So, sit a moment, wait a while, take a deep breath, expect the unexpected and then prepare to open 
the Gift that can transform your life forever. Expect a miracle. 
 

Remember that whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are held in God’s 
unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace. And there is a place for you here.   
 

May you know the love and grace of God in your life. May your heart and life be filled with the Spirit. 
Merry Christmas!! 
 

Take care and be well, Peace 
Ken 
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Worship Ministry 
 

             Volunteers Needed 
Please sign-up 

 
Please consider signing up for the ministries of      
Usher/Greeter, Liturgists, Communion Servers, 
and Altar Care 
 
 

 
 
 
 
**Live streaming of Sunday Services will continue at 9:00am on the St. James Facebook page 
and St. Johns Sunday Services will continue at 11:00am on the St. Johns Facebook page.  
Both will be available as a video any time after the live streams.** 
 
     
 

Happy Birthdays in  
December 

 

.  
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Military Prayer List 

I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank, and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

12-6 -   Mary Galvin 
12-19 – James Reynolds 
12-25 – Pastor Ken 
12-26 – Loretta Prange 
12-29 - Josie Hilsinger 
12-31 – Andrew Hincherick 

Prayers For …… 
 
Prayers for …. Claudette, Linda, Wayne, 
Shirley, Deborah, Karen, Keith, Terry, 
Janette, Barb, David, Nikki, Ralph, Sue, 
Frazer, Lee, Arnie, Bev, Nick, Jennifer, Carol, 
Joy, Steve, Marge, Joe, Bernetta, Wanda & 
Family, Harvey, Lynn, Don, Lois, Jack, 
Johnson Family, Marion, Debbie, Tom, 
Brenda, Michelene, Bill, Ben, Jim, Mary, 
Families of St. John & St. James 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
    
  
   
 
 
 

Happy Anniversaries in 
December 

12-6 - Christina & Bill Galvin 
12-6 –  Mary & Bill Galvin 
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Christmas Poem 

 

 

 

 

The Star In The Sky Is Shining So Bright 
 

The star in the sky is shining so bright, 
 

It gives the shepherds a sign & the Kings light. 
 

Joseph can't take his eyes off the little baby, 
 

Neither can those who have come to meet this miracle born from Virgin Mary. 
 

Mamma Mary smiles down at her sweet little child, 
 

His lips too stretch into a smile on his face so mild. 
 

Merry Christmas to you dear! 
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Sunday, December 5     Sunday, December 12 
Second Sunday of Advent     Third Sunday of Advent  
Bar 5:1-9. Or Mal 3:1-4     Zeph 3:14-20 
Luke 1: 68-79       Isa 12:2-6 
Phil 1:3-11       Phil 4:4-7 
Luke 3:1-6       Luke 3:7-18 
Make Ready        Look Forward 

            
Sunday, December 19     Sunday, December 26 
Fourth Sunday of Advent     First Sunday After Christmas  
Mic5:2-5a       1 Sam2:18-20, 26 
Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps 80:1-7     Ps 148 
Heb 10:5-10       Col 3:12-17 
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)      Luke 2: 41-52  
Moving with Mary’s Song     Who is This Child? 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings for December 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 
 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting MINUTES 
October 11, 2021 

Call to order: 6:40 P.M. 
 

Roll Call /Council Members: Georgia Phelan, Carolyn Hosford, Don Weichert, Shari Faucher, Katie 
Phelan, Miriam Guyor, Pastor Rev. Ken Gadd. All present.  
 

Opening Prayer: Georgia  
 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Katie to approve the agenda. Second by Carolyn. Carried. 
 
Minutes of last meeting: Motion by Carolyn to approve minutes, second by Shari. Carried. 
 

Calendar Updates:  
November 7: All Saints Day service, all are invited to bring photos of loved ones. 
November 28: Advent begins. 
December: Christmas schedule to be determined, Blue Christmas will be held Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. at 
St. James. 

 

Ministry Reports 
1. Worship: No report at this time. 

 

2. Fellowship  
a. Chili Potato Dinner: Supplies are being bought, work schedule is filled. Georgia will 

call and tell workers their work times. 
 

3. Outreach  
We will table until next month the selection of groups to work with. 
 

4. Spiritual Growth 

a. Prayer Group/Mary Martha report: Per Carolyn, next meeting is Oct. 13. 
b. Sunday School report: Classes have resumed and will continue. 
c. Discussion Group: “Women in the Bible”: last week’s discussion went well with 8 in 

attendance. 
 

5. Earthly Gifts 
 

a. Treasurer’s Report:  
I: Parsonage fund was not on August report, but shows negative $11 on 
September report. Also Carolyn’s numbers don’t match the report on “Initial 
Offering” Jan. to Sept. She’ll check into this.  
II: Carolyn made the motion to table the Profit and Loss sheet until the November 
meeting. Second by Don and carried. 
III. Carolyn made the motion to approve the Balance Sheet. Second by Miriam, 

carried. 
 

6. Building & Grounds: No report at this time. 
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Records/History Book update: Shari will update as she gets information. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  
a. Pastor Ken is looking into Christmas service options. 
b. Many pastoral duties recently: funerals, weddings, calls 
c. He welcomes any feedback from us on services, discussions, etc. 

 

Unfinished Business 
1. Draft use agreement (Ken): TBD 
2. Office filing system. Ongoing; Miriam, Shari, Ken 

 
 

3. Community kitchen 
a. Georgia spoke with Community Foundation coordinator for entrepreneurs. We are Safe 

Serve certified as needed. The host kitchen gets a percentage from the hourly rate paid 
for use. They are still working out the details with the process at the first church they 
are currently using. We will wait until after the first of the year to pursue this. 

b.  

New Business       
1. Use of community room: Carolyn checked with the Marine City Lions Club. They get $175 per 

day for use with a $100 cleaning deposit. Their outside space with pavilion is an additional 
$250. Ken checked into some small meeting rooms. One with a capacity of 30 was $50 for a 
partial day, $100 for a full day. He will provide additional research. 

2. Chamber of Commerce membership: $170 per year for Business was quoted to us. Georgia 
will ask about non-profit memberships. Georgia made a motion to table a decision, seconded 
by Carolyn. Carried. 

 

Adjournment. Motion made by Carolyn and seconded by Katie to adjourn at 7:55 pm, motion 
carried.  
 

Closing prayer: Carolyn 

        
Next meeting: November 8, 6:30 p.m.   
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Mary Martha Meeting Announcement 
The November meeting for the Mary Martha Guild will be on Wednesday, December 8 at 12 noon. 
Please bring a sandwich for lunch.  Coffee and dessert will be provided.  Our November hostess is 
Lynn Reh.  
 

The Mary Martha Guild meets the second Wednesday of each month (except for the months of July 
and August) at 12 noon.  Everyone brings their own sandwich.  Dessert and beverages are 
provided.  Our business meeting follows lunch.   
The Mary Martha has a rummage sale every spring and volunteers to assist with bake sales and 
other programs throughout the year.  Funds raised throughout the year are used to provide a 
scholarship to graduating Marine City High School student and year end donations to various 
organizations in our community.   
 
All women of the congregation are welcome to join us.  If you have any questions, please talk to 
Loretta or Lynn.  
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Message from St. Johns Council President 
 
Happy Advent! It’s time to take a deep breath and remember what December is really all about to us Christians. That 

can be difficult these days with the onslaught of advertising, craft shows, gift giving and other activities (did I mention 

food?!). But there truly is a more important focus- we are preparing for the coming of Jesus right here among us. What 

must it have been like back then? How would we handle that now? Well, we can make that decision today- not to forgo 

all the festivities, but to plan them around, not instead of, our preparation for the coming of our Lord. Let the (holy) 

carols begin! 

I promised a follow up on our Chili Potato Dinner. Our attendance was down about 25% this year (from 103 to 75), but 

we still made around $750. The Mary Martha Guild made almost $500 on their bake sale. This would make the numbers 

different from last year even without less attendance, since last year the bake sale went into the dinner account. One 

thing we were curious to find out this year was how people would attend. Our first year was nearly entirely eat-in, last 

year nearly all take-out. And this year, we split- nearly 50-50 between eat-in and take-out! Who knows what next year 

will bring? Wish I did       

Many thanks to our volunteers- and I hope this is everyone: Carolyn Hosford, Sandy Fritz, Lynn Andrews, Shari Faucher, 

Mary Galvin, Denise Beattie, Katie Gutschow, Mike Phelan, Nelson Prange, Katie Phelan, Jacob Hincherick, Karen Price, 

Janet Wiltshire, Joyce Franks, Miriam Phelan, Dorothy Schultz and me. 

We made a little extra effort this year to share from the Dinner. All the cans were de-labeled and sent to the Blue Water 

Area Humane Society via Katie Phelan, their shelter director and a member of our Church Council. They collect 

aluminum as a fund raiser for the animals. A lot of those 

cans were Our Family brand tomatoes and the labels from 

those cans are worth money to organizations. After some 

research, I found that Holy Cross Elementary School 

collects them, so the labels went to them.  

I’d like to share a belated Happy Anniversary to Shari and 

Tom Faucher. Their special day was November 1 but was 

missed in last month’s newsletter. 

Please take a look at the Advent and Christmas schedule in 

this newsletter and make your plans accordingly. And 

absolutely reach out to those around you and invite them 

to join us in this very special season. Sometimes all it takes 

is an invitation! 

And looking just a little further out, we have scheduled our 

Annual Meeting for Sunday, January 16, following service. 

Please plan to attend- we need your input! 

May the Lord keep you and yours safe during Advent and 

Christmas. Remember the reason for the season! 

Georgia 
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Support our Sunday School 
Ministry! 

Hat & Mitten Tree 

 



 
 
 

December Activities 
Sunday, December 5 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am.  
Wednesday, December 8 – Prayer Group and Mary Martha Guild – 12pm. 
Sunday, December 12 – Sunday Worship – 11am. 
Monday, December 13 – Council Meeting – 6:30pm. 
Saturday, December 18 – Euchre at St. James – 6:30pm 
Sunday, December 19, Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am. 
Tuesday, December 21 – Blue Christmas Service – 7pm. at St. James  
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service – 4pm at St. John 
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion – 7pm at St. James 
Sunday, December 26 – Sunday Worship -11am. 
 

January Activities 
Sunday, January 2 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am. 
Sunday, January 9 – Sunday Worship – 11am. 
Monday, January 10 – Council Meeting – 6:30pm. 
Sunday, January 16 – Sunday Worship with Holy Communion – 11am. 
Sunday, January 23 – Sunday Worship – 11am. 
Sunday, January 30- Sunday Worship with Healing – 11am. 
 

Additional Activities 
Sunday Services 

Sunday Service is in person 11:00 a.m.  Service is also available via online streaming on Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 a.m.  If it is not available on our Facebook page, please try St. James’ - it is the 
exact same service.  Both will be available to view as a video any time after the live streams. 
www.facebook.com/Stjohnsuccmarinecity or www.facebook.com/St.James-United-Church-of-Christ-
10150090210425008. 

 

Council Meetings 
Church Council’s next meeting is December 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.   

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School meets Sunday during service. 

 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of 
Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
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NEWSLETTER 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: (810) 765-5371 

E-mail: kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


