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For many years now, November has been a spiritually significant month for me.  There are many events and church remembrances that fill me with a sense of gratitude and an appreciation for God’s grace in my life.  I have often said, “I have not gotten all that I deserve…. And for that I am grateful”.

The month always begins with All Saints Day, a day that allows me to remember and honor all those on whose shoulders I stand, both past and present.  There have been so many people that have touched my life in so many wonderful ways.  I truly enjoy thinking about them while on my journey, knowing they travel with me fills me with grace and humility. 

About grace, this is the month that causes me to be intentionally focused on gratitude.  As always, I quote my old friend Dwight who used to regularly remind me that “gratitude is the aristocrat of attitudes”.  I could not agree more.  Gratitude for me is where joy and contentment are found. He would also regularly remind me that I could not get what I wanted until I wanted what I got.  I don’t necessary think that was about wanting lives hardships or the possibility of the future accumulation of “stuff” so much as a reminder that happiness and contentment are found inside rather than outside of us. And once we wanted what we had (gratitude) we would not find it so necessary to have the “stuff”.

And then there is Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays.  Perhaps it is because the marketing world and big box stores have not figured out how to make a ton of money on it yet.  Even though it makes me crazy that some stores want to be open Thanksgiving night to take peoples Christmas money. I am even happier that some stores who tried it the last couple years have decided to stay closed this year.  

In these challenging times, it can seem difficult at times to find things to be grateful for.  Therefore, here is my annual invitation for you to participate in one of my more meaningful Thanksgiving practices.

Every year, sometime around Thanksgiving I write a list of 4-6 things that I 
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents.
First choose a short title for your newsletter— something like "School News," or “Back to School.” As you choose the title, also take time to think about the newsletter’s theme. What important messages do you want to send parents and families?
Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length.
Use the body of your school newsletter to keep parents apprised of major assignments and class events, as well as any of school district news. Also share news for specific grade levels, and tell parents about upcoming events, new faculty, and school policies. 



































Dear Parents




				am TRULY grateful for (I’m not talking about grateful for chocolate ice cream grateful, though I am, but what I am TRULY grateful for).  As a side note, if you can only think of one or two- think harder, if you want to write 20-30, then think harder and prioritize the top 4-6.  Then I put the list somewhere I can see it regularly, on the refrigerator, near the computer monitor, bathroom mirror, you get the idea, as a reminder.  Sometimes when life gets challenging, it can be easy to forget.  It is helpful for me to have a little written reminder of God’s many blessings in my life.  

If you are one who finds themselves bubbling over with gratitude, or at least have some sense of it.  I encourage you to lend a hand, write a note, make a call or drop an email to someone who you know who could use a little reminder (by the way, that’s just about everybody) that one of lives blessings is that we have people in our life that simply care.  Sometimes it is the smallest gestures that make the biggest difference.

I am also looking forward to my Advent time of reflection and preparation.  It begins the last Sunday in November this year.  I invite you to participate with me in some small way.  It is about a daily reminder of my relationship with God.  Truly a time of prayer and meditation.  I invite you to join me in remembering that despite what the major retailers would have us believe, Advent is not Christmas.  It is a time of intentional and internal preparation for the spiritual gifts of Christmas.  More on this next month.

You have touched my life in significant ways and I give thanks daily for you.  I wish you a Thanksgiving Season filled with grace and gratitude that lasts throughout the year.  Remember that whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are held in God’s unconditional love, boundless mercy, unending grace and that there is a place for you here.  

Take care and be well, Peace
Ken

And I thought you might find this interesting…. Definitions of Gratitude

Webster:  Synonyms and Antonyms of GRATITUDE
acknowledgment of having received something good from another <accept these flowers as a token of my gratitude>
Synonyms appreciation, appreciativeness, gratefulness, gratitude, thankfulness
Related Words: thanksgiving; gratification, indebtedness, satisfaction; acknowledgment (oracknowledgement), recognition, tribute

Christian Bible:  Thankfulness, Thanksgiving

Gratitude in Islam
Gratitude in Islam is one of the most fundamental aspects of this religion. A Muslim is not merely one cognizant of the fact that the creator of the universe is one and is responsible for everything he has in this life i.e. his consciousness, his health, his family, his sanity and his wealth but also realizes that it is his obligation to express gratitude to his lord.

Gratitude in Judaism
The Hebrew term for gratitude literally means “recognizing the good”.  Practicing gratitude recognizes the good that is already yours.  

**Live streaming of Sunday Services will continue at 9:00am on the St. James Facebook page.**
     Live streaming of Sunday Services will continue at 11am. from St. John’s Facebook page.  
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								Anniversaries in November
Happy Birthdays in November  
11/3   Kathy Gallagher
11/3   Dorothy Schultz
11/4   Mark Hincherick
11/6   Sandi Fritz
11/20 Patrick Phelan
11/22 Lisa Forest
11/24 Bill Galvin
11/26 Matthew Hincherick
11/28 Judy Lester



		           

						11/11 Sandi & Bob Fritz
11/21 Loretta & Nelson Prange




				


Prayers For ……
[bookmark: _Hlk30504246]
[bookmark: _Hlk33525153]Joy				Laurie
Ben H.			Betty R. 
Family of Cheryl		Michelene
Jim W.			Ray & Ella
Jeff P.			Don & Lois
Donna E. 			Trisha
Steve & Marge		Tom & Brenda
Families of St. John & St. James
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Military Prayer List
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our men and women in the military, to acknowledge those who serve and to pray for their safety. Please submit your love one’s, family member or friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be placed 
on the list. 

Josh Bieske        Staff Sgt.              US Air Force
Alex Tite	      Private                 US Army
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force	




Worship Ministry




Volunteers Needed
Please sign-up
Please consider signing up for the ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists, Communion Servers and Altar Care. 
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Kid’s Page
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Thanksgiving Blessing
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             Meeting Minutes / Reports
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Council Meeting Minutes - Amended
August 10, 2020

Present: Carolyn Hosford, Lynn Andrews, Dorothy Schultz, Katie Phelan, Georgia Phelan and Pastor Ken

1. Call to order at 6:35p.m.  
1. Opening prayer by Pastor Ken
1. Roll call – Absent: Don Weichert, Shari Faucher
1. Approval of agenda – Motion made by Carolyn.  Second by Dorothy.  Carried.
1. Approval of minutes – Motion made by Dorothy.  Second by Katie.  Carried.


1. Reports
                  
1.  Treasurers Report presented by Dorothy
 Motion to accept report by Lynn.  Second by Katie.  Carried.

1. Ken’s office computer has been updated and he hopes to get QuickBooks up and running soon.

1. Financial Secretary’s Report presented by Carolyn.  
Motion by to accept report by Lynn.  Second by Katie. Carried.

1.  Budget shortfall was much less than anticipated.

1. Mary Martha Guild
1. Our Annual Rummage Sale is set for September 4th & 5th, The sale will be outdoors, with set up on the 3rd.  The Guild won’t be running it this year, so council will help, along with volunteers.  The buyers can set their own prices unless an item is marked.

1. Sunday School
1. No plans right now, council will revisit the subject next month.

1. Pastors Report  

1. Pastor Ken observed the differences between St. Johns and St. James on the subject of attendance.  Definitely more attending the 9am St. James service.
1. Live-streaming seems to be going better and Pastor Ken will reach out and inform the congregation to hang in there.
1. Council received a letter from a family stating why they weren’t comfortable attending Sunday service.  Pastor Ken assures everyone that he is following the CDC guidelines for houses of worship.
1. Pastor is trying to get church information out at baptisms, funerals, etc.
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1. Building and Grounds
1. Don’s to-do list will be addressed at a later date.
1. We are still waiting for the Health Department to stop for the final inspection of the kitchen.

1. Unfinished business
1. Neighbors in Need – waiting for the information package.
1. By-laws update – Ken and Georgia suggested changes; council discussed and APPROVED, also, Ken and Georgia will be reviewing the Constitution so it can be reviewed/approved by Council and be presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting.
1. Volunteers are needed for weekly services; council is stepping up to fill some of these jobs.
1. An outdoor service is planned for August 30th.  Congregation is encouraged to bring a folding chair and join.  If weather isn’t permitting, we will move the service indoors.

       8.    New Business 
1. Chili -Potato Dinner is tentatively planned for October 24th.  This year we may want to offer curbside pick-up.
1. Georgia is working to cut down the number of newsletter pages for mailing purposes; it currently takes extra postage for some issues.  Georgia is also mailing out a special newsletter informing the congregation about upcoming events; outdoor service, rummage sale, etc.
1. TOPS is donating $50.00 to use the church yard for an upcoming event.
Motion to allow the group to use yard space by Carolyn.  Second by Dorothy.  Carried.
                                          
                           
1.   Adjournment
      Motion to adjourn at 8:00p.m. by Carolyn.  Second by Katie.  Carried 
  
      Closing prayer by Georgia.
      Next meeting:  September 14, 2020.  6:30p.m.

  

    Submitted by Lynn Andrews 
    Secretary
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                        St. Johns United Church of Christ
                                                     Council Meeting MINUTES
                                                         September 14, 2020

Council Members Present: Georgia Phelan, Dorothy Schultz, Carolyn Hosford, Don Weichert, Pastor Rev. Ken Gadd
Absent: Lynn Andrews, Shari Faucher, Katie Phelan

1. Call to order: 6:38 pm

2. Opening Prayer: Pastor Ken

3. Roll Call: see above

4. Approval of Agenda: Add 7 c iii- Comcast report Motion to approve agenda with addition: Carolyn. Second: Dorothy. Motion carries.

5. Minutes of last meeting: 

Changes: 6.B.1 Budget shortfall was much less than anticipated
	    6.C.1 should note it was held outdoors; that was a significant change
7.B Changes were discussed AND APPROVED; also, Ken and Georgia will be      reviewing the Constitution so it can be reviewed/approved by Council and also presented to congregation at the Annual Meeting.
8.B The first two sentences should become “Georgia is working to cut down on the number of newsletter pages for mailing purposes; it currently takes extra postage for some issues.”
	Motion to approve minutes with changes: Dorothy. Second: Don. Motion carries.

6. Standing Reports

a. Treasurer’s Report
i. QuickBooks/compatible computer No report
Motion to approve: Don. Second: Georgia. Motion carries.

6. Financial Secretary’s Income Report 
Carolyn reports difficulty with PayPal accounting. Ken will discuss this with Roberta to get clarification.
There was some discussion re: differences between our two financial reports. Ken clarified some points on recording to rectify this. Carolyn pointed out one error on this report: The header on the last column should be “JAN-AUG 2019” (Not Jan-Jul).
Motion to approve with correction: Dorothy. Second: Don. Motion carries.

c. Mary Martha Guild. MMG will meet on September 30.

d. Sunday School. No report.
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e. Pastor’s Report

i. Are we interested in a “Blessing of the Pets” this year; last year was very lightly attended. It was decided to continue with more promotion. Event will be October 3, 10 am at St. John’s.
ii. Tracts: St. John’s and St. James’ get different ones; we receive The Upper Room. Are we interested in discussion groups on this on Wednesdays in October? Decision was yes. If The Upper Room is available for free electronically, we will utilize that. If not, we will purchase hard copies.
iii. Christmas schedule. Our tentative schedule at this point, is December 21, Blue Christmas Service at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 p.m. at St. John’s, 7:00 p.m. at St. James’, and a Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. at St. James’.
iv. Pastor Ken did two funeral services this past week, among his other Pastoral duties. He asked if we would be cognizant of informing him of any deaths, illnesses, etc. within our congregation. He is not reliably receiving this information.

f. Building and Grounds
i. Don’s to-do list: Please see Addendum 1 for details.
ii. Health Department inspection done. Pastor Ken noted there may be another caterer (a baker) interested in using our kitchen. Ken to draft a use agreement should any of these pan out.
iii. Boiler inspection done. Our fire extinguishers were also inspected; two have been replaced.

7. Unfinished Business
a. Neighbors in Need in September. Nothing has been received yet.
b. Rummage Sale report. Thanks to a donation from Sandy Fritz last week, our profit was exactly $2,400. Georgia handed out a report on this event (Addendum 2) for reporting and future reference.
c. Newsletter; less pages? Discussion re: neither Dorothy nor Georgia received this, so it hasn’t gone out. Ken to investigate this with Birdie.
d. Volunteers needed: ushers, liturgists.
e. Covid response review
i. Attendance at services/online “attendance”. In person attendance has been 8-15, averaging about 10 since we resumed live services.
ii. Live streaming issues; see iii.
iii. Comcast report. This addresses i. and ii., above. Georgia contacted both AT&T (current provider) and Comcast about internet and phone service at St. John’s. AT&T gives us 10 megabits (mb) download speed and 1-megabit upload speed. The rep told her that to upload a live stream, like we’re doing with our services, requires 3-4 mb; AT&T can not provide that at this location. Comcast service is available at St. John’s and could provide 100 mb download speed and 15 mb upload speed. Pastor Ken reported St. James’ has Comcast and are having the same issue as us anyway. He will check with them as to what speeds their Comcast service is providing. He will also check with other churches as to how they are providing services online. He will also make a test video and post it to see if posting a pre-recorded video would be a solution. Stay tuned!
FYI:Page 10 of 15

AT&T	  $121.08/month, including taxes.
Comcast $118.45/month plus taxes. Autopay decreases monthly to $108.45/month. One-time installation cost: $99.95

8. New Business    
a. Chili Potato Dinner (Oct. 24) Decision was yes; take out only. Georgia to get the ball rolling.
b. AA request reduction in rent due to decreased attendance, which affects their income. Georgia will ask Miriam to contact them for details. How are they paying now (our deposits vary)? What are they proposing?
c. Christmas schedule. See Pastor’s Report, above.

9. Adjournment. Motion to adjourn at 8:40 pm: Carolyn. Second: Dorothy. Motion carries.



Closing prayer: Don			

Next meeting: October 12, 2020; 6:30 p.m.


    Submitted by Lynn Andrews 
    Secretary
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				October 2020 Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Cash Balance:           $84,220.22
Receipts                                        $5,692.28
Expenses                                       $4,005.20
Ending Cash Balance                    $85,907.30

Net Gain this Month                     $1,687.08
Net Gain to Date                            $3,406.67

Savings Account                             $75,581.41
Checking Account                          $10,325.89
Total                                                 $85,907.30

CD                                                     $8,859.07

Grand Total                                     $94,766.37
Beginning Cash Balance:           $84,220.22
Receipts                                        $5,692.28
Expenses                                       $4,005.20
Ending Cash Balance                    $85,907.30

Net Gain this Month                     $1,687.08
Net Gain to Date                            $3,406.67

Savings Account                             $75,581.41
Checking Account                          $10,325.89
Total                                                 $85,907.30

CD                                                     $8,859.07

Grand Total                                     $94,766.37

Respectfully submitted by:
Dorothy Schultz
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Additional Activities
                                                      
  Sunday Services
We are still trying to provide streaming service on Sunday mornings at 11:00am. If it is not available on our Facebook page, please try St. James’- it’s the exact same service. 

                                            Council Meetings
Church Council meets on the second Monday each month.  Their next meeting is November 9th at 6:30pm.

Sunday School
Sunday School is not scheduled until further notice.

Mary Martha Guild
Mary Martha Guild met on September 30th.  Quilt tickets are still being sold with proceeds to their Scholarship Fund.  Their next meeting has not been scheduled at this time.  

Grace of God Prayer Group
[bookmark: _Hlk35949577]No meetings until further notice.

Health & Vitality Meetings
No meetings until further notice.

Coffee Donations
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Advent and Christmas Schedule

Sunday, November 29 – First Sunday of Advent – St. Johns at 11am
Sunday, December 6 – Second Sunday in Advent – Communion Service – St. Johns at 11am
Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday of Advent – St. Johns at 11am.
Sunday, December 20 – Fourth Sunday in Advent – Communion Service – St. Johns 11am
Monday, December 21 – Blue Christmas Service at St. James 7pm.
Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Service at St. Johns at 4pm
Thursday, December 24 - St. James Services TBD
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Food Pantry
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you!


Message from St. Johns Council President

On October 3, we were blessed with a beautiful autumn day for the Blessing of the Pets service held by Pastor Ken here at St. John’s. Present were six dogs, three cats, a turtle and their respective people, plus Miriam and myself. We almost had a horse, but its “mom” was out of town, so it couldn’t be here. Darn- I’ve always liked horses! Regardless, it was special for us to be able to provide this service for the “other children” in our households. Although I don’t currently have a pet, I spent many years in the company of furry companions and know I would have appreciated this opportunity to bring God closer to them, too. 
When you read this, our October 24 2nd Annual Chili Potato Dinner will be in the history book. This year we decided to go with curbside pickup only. Special thanks to St. John’s friend, Joe Valla, for the use of his 10’ x 20’ canopy again (we used it for the Rummage Sale in September, too). Hopefully, rain wasn’t an issue  Next year we anticipate being back inside, enjoying the camaraderie our St. John’s family and friends provide.
On a practical note, based on an inspection by our insurance company, it was determined our current electrical system is unsafe and a potential hazard. Because of that, it’s necessary for us to replace the fuse box and some related components. We will have this work done immediately to ensure safety. If you are interested in an end-of-the-year gift to St. John’s to help offset these unexpected expenses, it would be greatly appreciated.
Looking forward to Advent and Christmas, our Council has set our St. John’s Christmas service for 4:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Pastor Ken’s Blue Christmas program will be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 21, at St. James’. Normally, St. James’ services are at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve; we anticipate the same but will update you when that is established. 
May the warmth of God’s love be with you as we head into the cooler weather of late autumn.
Georgia
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Mary Martha Guild – Quilt Raffle
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Scripture Reading for November






Sunday, November 1					Sunday, November 8
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost		Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Josh 3 : 7-17 and Ps 107 : 1-7, 33-37			Josh 24: 1-3a, 14-25, and PS 78: 1-7
Mic 3: 5-12 and Ps 43					Wisd of Sol 6: 12-16 or Amos 5: 18-24 Isa 25: 1-9 and Ps 23							and Wisd of Sol 6: 17-20 or Ps 70
1 Thess 2: 9-13		 				1 Thess 4: 13-18	
Matt 23: 1-12							Matt 25: 1-13	
Partners in Service						Tending God’s Light	
								
						 
																			
Sunday, November 15					Sunday, November 22
Tweny-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost			Reign of Christ 
Judg 4: 1-7 and Ps 123		 	 		Ezek 34: 11-16, 20-24, Ps 100   
Zeph 1: 7, 12-18 and Ps 90: 1-8, (9-11), 12		Ezek 34: 11-16, 20-24 and Ps 95: 1-7a
1Thess 5: 1-11						Eph 1: 15-23
Matt 25: 14-30						Matt 25: 31-46
Extravagant Opportunity					Reigning Compassion


             Sunday, November 29
					   First Sunday of Advent
					   Isa 64:1-9
					   Ps 80: 1-7, 17-19
					   1 Cor 1: 3-9
					   Mk 13: 24-37
					   Where Are You, God?
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