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As we enjoy the last few days of summer weather, I must say that I very much enjoy the season of fall for so many wonderful reasons.
First, I love fall weather.  It’s perfect 
….warm
 sunny days and cool gentle nights.  I enjoy the change in temperature but even more the anticipation and realization of the incredible palette of color that surrounds us in trees, bushes, fall flowers and vegetables.  Even fall sunrises and sunsets seem more glorious.  The colors are beautiful, the air is crisp, and it is perfect window open while sleeping with a blanket weather.  Even my nutty dogs seem to relish in the cool air and piles of leaves to roll and play in.
Just like the weather, it has been a season of anticipation and change for many of us. Even though
 I 
know
 what season follows fall
,
 
I have come to accept that this is the natural order of things.  
What's
 more, I know that before long, the cycle will be complete and with certainty, spring will return.  Until then, I enjoy the seasons as they come, each with its own unique challenges, 
joys
 and beauty.  With the weather just like life, I have found the key to peace and serenity is “Accepting life on life’s terms”.  
So
 take heart, keep the faith, enjoy and continue to be part of the great transformation.  With everything going on in the world today that same perspective applies to so much more than just the weather.
And 
of course
 the season has me thinking about my gardens.  Fall gives me a great appreciation for gardening and gardeners, and the joy of being a steward of God’s creation.   The older I get the more I realize it is the simple things in life that make me happiest… ah life is good.  
)[image: annies home: Look At The Leaves Day] (
The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents.
First choose a short title for your newsletter
— something like "School News,
" 
or “Back to School.” As you choose the title, also take time to think about the newsletter’s theme. What important messages do you want to send parents and families?
Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length.
Use the body of your school 
newsletter to
 
keep parents apprised of
 
major assignments and class
 events, as well as any 
of 
school district news. Also
 
share news for specific grade
 
levels, and tell parents about
 upcoming events, new faculty, and school 
policies.
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When I think of my own gardening experience, I can compare it to how our spiritual journey works as well.  Some seem to be born into it while others of us go kicking and screaming.  Then sometimes quickly, sometimes slowing we find ourselves moving from resistance to tolerance to embracing and enjoying it and often without even noticing, a spiritual transformation occurs.  The only thing required was the willingness to participate and to be open to the possibility of change.
As always, while in the garden I remember, ever so humbly, the many gifts that have been given to me.  During this harvest time I am reminded of God's grace and abundance in my life and the importance of sharing that abundance with others. Just like those roadside stands offering various “extra” vegetables for free.  Even freely sharing the story of our own journey can have a profound effect on others.
I encourage you to share your journey with others that they too may experience the joy and hope of transformation and perhaps encourage them to take the first steps into their own spiritual garden.  It is exciting to be a part of this faith communities garden of growth and harvest.  We invite you to sense your ministry, feel your call and join us in this journey together, each according to our gifts, 
talents
 and energy.    
In the garden at home and here in our church’s spiritual garden there is always plenty to do and each helping hand regardless of how large or small makes life a little easier for everyone.  Any gardener will tell you how much better things look and taste when we have taken part in their creation.  Whatever your gift and ability, regardless of how significant, or insignificant, you may think it is, know that we are all richer because you are here sharing those gifts.  Whatever we do, we do in the light of God’s unconditional love, boundless 
mercy
 and unending grace.  
We look forward to growing together and invite you to join us on the journey and harvest.  Whoever you are and wherever you are on life's path, there is a place for you here and we welcome you.
One more thing.  I have been sharing this little prayer I acquired along the way.  Seems appropriate for fall.
Dear God, thank you 
for all that you have given me
for all that you have taken from me
for all that you have left me
Amen
Take care and be well, Peace
Ken
**Live streaming 
o
f Sunday Services will continue at 
9
:00am on the St. J
ames
 
Facebook 
page
.*
*
     
Live streaming 
of Sunday Services 
will 
continue
 at 11am. from St. John’s Facebook page.  
)
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Happy Birthdays in 
October  
) (
10/9   Kristy Buckingham
10/9   Judy Lester
10/11 Rev Harvey Reh
10/13 Denise Beattie
10/14 Kurt Schultz
10/15 Pat Kaufman
10/17 Carolyn Andrews
10/22 Jennifer 
Sielski
10/23 Lois 
Weichert
10/24 Bill Galvin
10/28 Helen 
DeLude
 
)								
		           
 (
Prayers For ……
Betty R. 
Ben
 H.
Cheryl
Michelene
Tamara
 D.
Donna E. 
Linda & John 
Prange
 
F
amilies of St. John & St. James
)
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Worship Ministry
)

 (
Volunteers Needed
Please sign-up
Please consider signing up for the ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists
, Communion 
Servers
 
and Altar Care. 
 
)



 (
Betty Reynolds’
 family has contacted 
    
us. She took a fall and is now back home, but
,
 
is in need of
 some assistance. If anyone can help with meals or sitting with her, contact her
 daughter, Lynn Sicken, at 810-531-1581.  To call Betty, her number is 810-765-8116; her address is 988 
Chartier
 St., Marine City, MI 48039.  We wish Betty the best and her in our prayers at St. John’s!
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 (
Pay GBC bi
Military Prayer List
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our men and women in the military, to acknowledge those who serve and to pray for their safety. Please submit your love one’s, family member or friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be placed 
on the list. 
Josh Bieske
        
Staff Sgt.
              
US 
A
ir Force
Alex Tite
      Private                 US Army
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
)[image: military_15484]
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Fall Poem
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Meeting Minutes / Reports
St. Johns United Church of Christ
Council Meeting MINUTES
September 14, 2020

Council Members Present: Georgia Phelan, Dorothy Schultz, Carolyn Hosford, Don Weichert, Pastor Rev. Ken Gadd
Absent: Lynn Andrews, Shari Faucher, Katie Phelan

1. Call to order: 6:38 pm

2. Opening Prayer: Pastor Ken

3. Roll Call: see above

4. Approval of Agenda: Add 7 c iii- Comcast report Motion to approve agenda with addition: Carolyn. Second: Dorothy. Motion carries.

5. Minutes of last meeting: 

Changes: 6.B.1 Budget shortfall was much less than anticipated
	   6.C.1 should note it was held outdoors; that was a significant change
7.B Changes were discussed AND APPROVED; also, Ken and Georgia will be reviewing the Constitution                so it can be reviewed/approved by Council and also presented to congregation at the Annual Meeting.
8.B The first two sentences should become “Georgia is working to cut down on the number of newsletter pages for mailing purposes; it currently takes extra postage for some issues.”
	Motion to approve minutes with changes: Dorothy. Second: Don. Motion carries.

6. Standing Reports

a. Treasurer’s Report
i. QuickBooks/compatible computer No report
Motion to approve: Don. Second: Georgia. Motion carries.

6. Financial Secretary’s Income Report 
Carolyn reports difficulty with PayPal accounting. Ken will discuss this with Roberta to get clarification.
There was some discussion re: differences between our two financial reports. Ken clarified some points on recording to rectify this. Carolyn pointed out one error on this report: The header on the last column should be “JAN-AUG 2019” (Not Jan-Jul).
Motion to approve with correction: Dorothy. Second: Don. Motion carries.

c. Mary Martha Guild. MMG will meet on September 30.

d. Sunday School. No report.
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e. Pastor’s Report

i. Are we interested in a “Blessing of the Pets” this year; last year was very lightly attended. It was decided to continue with more promotion. Event will be October 3, 10 am at St. John’s.
ii. Tracts: St. John’s and St. James’ get different ones; we receive The Upper Room. Are we interested in discussion groups on this on Wednesdays in October? Decision was yes. If The Upper Room is available for free electronically, we will utilize that. If not, we will purchase hard copies.
iii. Christmas schedule. Our tentative schedule at this point, is December 21, Blue Christmas Service at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 p.m. at St. John’s, 7:00 p.m. at St. James’, and a Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. at St. James’.
iv. Pastor Ken did two funeral services this past week, among his other Pastoral duties. He asked if we would be cognizant of informing him of any deaths, illnesses, etc. within our congregation. He is not reliably receiving this information.

f. Building and Grounds
i. Don’s to-do list: Please see Addendum 1 for details.
ii. Health Department inspection done. Pastor Ken noted there may be another caterer (a baker) interested in using our kitchen. Ken to draft a use agreement should any of these pan out.
iii. Boiler inspection done. Our fire extinguishers were also inspected; two have been replaced.

7. Unfinished Business
a. Neighbors in Need in September. Nothing has been received yet.
b. Rummage Sale report. Thanks to a donation from Sandy Fritz last week, our profit was exactly $2,400. Georgia handed out a report on this event (Addendum 2) for reporting and future reference.
c. Newsletter; less pages? Discussion re: neither Dorothy nor Georgia received this, so it hasn’t gone out. Ken to investigate this with Birdie.
d. Volunteers needed: ushers, liturgists.
e. Covid response review
i. Attendance at services/online “attendance”. In person attendance has been 8-15, averaging about 10 since we resumed live services.
ii. Live streaming issues; see iii.
iii. Comcast report. This addresses i. and ii., above. Georgia contacted both AT&T (current provider) and Comcast about internet and phone service at St. John’s. AT&T gives us 10 megabits (mb) download speed and 1-megabit upload speed. The rep told her that to upload a live stream, like we’re doing with our services, requires 3-4 mb; AT&T can not provide that at this location. Comcast service is available at St. John’s and could provide 100 mb download speed and 15 mb upload speed. Pastor Ken reported St. James’ has Comcast and are having the same issue as us anyway. He will check with them as to what speeds their Comcast service is providing. He will also check with other churches as to how they are providing services online. He will also make a test video and post it to see if posting a pre-recorded video would be a solution. Stay tuned!
FYI:
 (
Page 8 of 14
)AT&T	  $121.08/month, including taxes.
Comcast $118.45/month plus taxes. Autopay decreases monthly to $108.45/month. One-time installation cost: $99.95

8. New Business    
a. Chili Potato Dinner (Oct. 24) Decision was yes; take out only. Georgia to get the ball rolling.
b. AA request reduction in rent due to decreased attendance, which affects their income. Georgia will ask Miriam to contact them for details. How are they paying now (our deposits vary)? What are they proposing?
c. Christmas schedule. See Pastor’s Report, above.

9. Adjournment. Motion to adjourn at 8:40 pm: Carolyn. Second: Dorothy. Motion carries.



Closing prayer: Don			

Next meeting: October 12, 2020; 6:30 p.m.


    Submitted by Lynn Andrews 
    Secretary
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	September Summaries
	Beginning
	
	
	Ending Cash
	Last Year

	
	Cash Balance
	Receipts
	Expenses
	Balance
	To Date

	Currant- General Fund
	$26,017.93
	$7,795.11
	$4,077.73
	$29,735.31
	$23,967.40

	Sale of 227 West Blvd
	$32,870.25
	
	
	$32,870.25
	$32,870.25

	Parsonage Fund
	
	
	
	$0.00
	

	Benevolent
	
	$5.00
	$5.00
	
	

	Memorial Fund
	$16,865.32
	
	
	$16,865.32
	$16,865.32

	Scholarship Fund
	$120.00
	$5.00
	
	$125.00
	$520.00

	Building Fund
	$4,560.30
	
	
	$4,560.30
	$5,702.02

	Hurrican Releif
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$585.00

	Social Fund
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$490.61

	Sound System Fund
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$851.83

	Message Fund
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$90.48

	Window Treatment
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$150.00

	Outreach
	
	
	
	$0.00
	$962.00

	Coffee Fund
	$44.04
	$20.00
	
	$64.04
	

	Roof Relief
	
	
	
	$0.00
	

	Christmas Fund
	
	
	
	$0.00
	

	Totals
	$80,477.84
	$7,825.11
	$4,082.73
	$84,220.22
	$83,054.91

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	This Month
	Last Month
	To Date
	Last Year
	

	Net Gain/Net Loss
	$3,717.38
	-$1,997.79
	$1,719.59
	-$8,070.25
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	To Date
	Last Year
	
	
	

	Savings Account
	$75,578.21
	$80,516.27
	
	
	

	Flagstar Savings
	
	
	
	
	

	Checking Account
	$8,642.01
	$2,538.64
	
	This Year
	Last Year

	Total
	$84,220.22
	$83,054.91
	
	$84,220.22
	$83,054.91

	
	
	
	
	
	

	CD's
	
	
	
	
	

	St John's CD
	$8,847.95
	$8,803.78
	
	$8,847.95
	$8,803.78

	Fah Savings
	
	
	
	
	

	Total


	$8,847.95
	$8,803.78
	
	$93,068.17
	$91,858.69

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respectfully Submitted by,
	
	
	
	
	

	Dorothy Schultz
	
	
	
	
	

	Treasurer
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Additional Activities

                                                        Sunday Services
We are still trying to provide streaming service on Sunday mornings at 11:00am. If it is not available on our Facebook page, please try St. James’- it’s the exact same service. 

                                            Council Meetings
Meets have on Monday, October 5th at 6:30pm.

Sunday School
No Sunday School until the fall.

Mary Martha Guild
Meetings to resume as of Wednesday, September 30, 2020 at 12:00pm. in the Fellowship Hall.

Grace of God Prayer Group
[bookmark: _Hlk35949577]No meetings until further notice.

Health & Vitality Meetings
No meetings until further notice.

Coffee Donations
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.


						Refurbished Sign
Council Member Don Weichert holds the plaque he recovered from the shed and refurbished for use.  It will be located over the Visitor sign-in sheet on the West wall of the Community Room.

[image: ]
 (
Page 
12
 of 1
4
)


Food Pantry
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you!



Message from St. Johns Council President

I hope this finds you well and adjusting to the changing seasons. We’ve all done a lot of adjusting this year, but at least this is a regular adjustment!
I’m very happy to report how successful our Outdoor Rummage Sale was. Moving everything outside worked out very well, particularly since the weather cooperated. We saw a few raindrops at the very, very end of packing up on Saturday, so that was inconsequential. Our tables were spread apart and utilized a good part of the east lawn. We’re fortunate to have this kind of space and our beautiful trees were wonderful to work under. Having just two days of the sale instead of three did not seem to hurt attendance or income. Extending Friday’s hours until 5:00 seemed to allow more people to get there on the first day. This was the first time we tried “Set Your Own Pricing” and it worked quite well. The vast majority of people priced their items appropriately and many threw in extra money when they paid. A very cool thing that happened was when some neighbors saw our sale going on out there, they both donated additional items and shopped a bit. I noticed a young man coming down the street with a stroller. I assumed he was coming to shop, but when he arrived, the stroller was empty and he left it with us to sell! 
Leftover donated items were passed on for the benefit of other organizations. My husband, Mike, and I used his pickup truck to deliver a load of pre-sorted clothing and accessories to Downriver Helping Hands. We also took two loads of the other unsold items to Blue Water Area Humane Society for their next sale. Church Council member Katie Phelan is shelter director there and helped get our loads and her car full up to Wadhams to their storage building.
After three busy and rewarding days, we had a profit of $2,389.60. Thanks to a $10 donation by Sandy Fritz and .40 from me (big spender!), our accounts will see a cool, and even, $2,400 profit. Thanks to co-chairs Miriam Guyor and Carolyn Hosford and everyone who volunteered to sort, work the sale, clean up and donate. Many hands make light work indeed!
Council has decided to continue our Chili Potato Dinner this year with a take-out only event. The date will be October 24. Miriam, Carolyn and I will head this up and will meet this week to work out details.
We’re still waiting to receive our UCC Neighbors in Need materials, so watch for those in October. 
Covid 19 has been grueling for so many. Our Church Council hopes these events help to continue some of the missions of our congregation and our community and bring a little normalcy to our lives. We have been very cognizant of the precautions needed at this time and are confident those can be respected and yet still keep some of our church life intact. If you aren’t able participate in these events, we continue to pray for the time when we can all be together again. 
Georgia Phelan
Council President
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Mary Martha Guild – Quilt Raffle
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Scripture Reading for 
October
)







Sunday, October 4					Sunday, October 11
Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost			Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ex 20 ; 1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Ps 19			Ex 32: 1-14 and Ps 106 : 19-23
Isa 5: 1-7 and Ps 80: 7-15				Isa 25: 1-9 and Ps 23
Phil 3: 4b-14		 				Phil 4: 1-9	
Matt 21: 33-46					Matt 22: 1-14	
Wisdom for the Way				Praiseworthy Living	
								
						 
																			
Sunday, October 18				Sunday, October 25
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost		Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Ex 33: 12-23 and Ps  99		 	 	Deut 34 : 1-12 and PS 90 : 1-6, 13-17   
Isa 45: 1-7 and Ps 86: 1-9, (10-13)	 	Lev 19: 1-2, 15-18 and Ps 1
1 Thess 1: 1-10					1 Thess 2: 1-8
Matt 22: 15-22					Matt 22: 34-46
Living Messages					The Compassionate Life
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St. Johns United Church of Christ
527 N. William Street
Marine City, MI 48039
Phone:
(586) 727--1623
Fax:
(586) 27-0833
E-mail:
kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org
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We’re
 on the Web!
stjohnsmarinecity.org
)
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“The heat of
autumn / is different

from the heat of
summer / One
ripens apples, the
other turns them to
cider.”

Jane Hirshfield F
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