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Well, generally this time of year we are all talking about winter fatigue.  
However this year, our attention seems focused on more challenging things 
such as the health of family, friends and our communities.  We are 
concerned about our physical, emotional and financial welfare in a world 
that seems full of uncertainty. 
 
It is in these times that I am reminded that we are called to function in faith 
rather than fear.  Living in faith does not mean living without fear.  Living in 
faith rather than fear in faith allows us to function and live through or fear.  
Let’s be clear, that is not a statement encouraging reclus living.  In fact, 
quite the opposite, living in faith requires a live of spiritual and social 
responsibility, loving our neighbors as God loves us and loving God with all 
our heart, mind and spirit. 
 
Many of you have inquired about why the date of Easter varies every year.  
We have had both earlier and later Easters.  Well here is how it was 
decided.  We can thank our Pagan friends in part for this.  In 325CE the 
Council of Nicaea established that Easter would be held on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. From that 
point forward, the Easter date depended on the ecclesiastical 
approximation of March 21 for the vernal equinox.   
 
Here is what I know for sure.  Whether it feels like it or not, Spring and 
Easter are here.  I saw a couple robins the other day and a couple little 
green sprouts poking up through the winter mud as I walked through my 
gardens.  It must be spring!! 
 
As we finish this Lenten season the end of March and enter Easter, 
remember it is just like the transition from winter into spring.  During what 
seems to be the endless cold dark days of winter, we start to experience 
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the new life that rises up from what we once were sure was dead.  That is what the Easter season 
offers us as well, to seek and experience new life, new life in our congregation and new life for 
ourselves.   
 
This Lenten season was a powerful season for me as I hope it was for you, filled with reflection, 
preparation and discernment.  We spent time this Lenten season considering our own personal 
journey through the wilderness into Jerusalem.  We prayed about what we bring to the cross and more 
importantly, what resurrection and transformation we have come to expect in our own lives this Easter.  
Over the past weeks, we have been talking about discovering the Christ within us, to be the 
resurrected, living Jesus we know God has called us to be. 
 
As we come into spring, expect the miracle of new life.  Expect to be transformed.  Again, that is what 
Easter is all about.  Some miracles are large and some are small, some require that we look for them.  
A number of them even require that we work to reveal them.  However, if we do look, if we keep 
 
expecting them and are willing to do what God asks us to do; those miracles will just keep coming. 
 
I am excited about what this Easter season has in store for us all, personally and as a community in 
Christ.  I encourage you to keep your heart, mind and spirit open.  Let us plan together, pray together, 
and work together.  Let us prepare to be transformed. 
 
I invite you all to participate in the Holy week services including Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the 
Great Easter Eve Vigil and of course Easter morning Communion service.  Invite those you have 
missed to join us and share in this time of personal transformation and renewal.   
 
Take care and be well, Peace 
Pastor Ken 
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Happy Birthdays in April  

Worship Ministry 

 
Volunteers Needed 

Please sign-up 
 
Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists 
and Altar Care.  
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Military Prayer List 
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Josh Bieske        Staff Sgt.              US Air Force 
Alex Tite       Private                 US Army 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

4/11 Megan Hencherick 
4/13 Nelson Prange 
4/15 Christina Galvin 
4/16 Tom Kaufman 
4/17 Jim Beattie 
4/22 Millicent Chalmers 
4/22 Betty Brickman 
4/23 Lucas Hinchrick 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers For …… 
 
Kathy & Doug          Liza 
Mary            Michelle 
Tricia            Alma 
Diane           Starr 
Liz    Jeff           
Noah    Nanette 
Prange Family  Brenda & Tom  
Ron & Linda         Miriam  
Jim & Karen   Donald          
Carolyn          Carissa                        
Corey           Nick                             
Becca           Jake                          
Rosemarie   Mr. Rosello                   
Don & Lois                   Harvey & Lynn 
Health Care Workers 
Coronavirus Victims  
Families of St. John & St. James 
 
    
  
   
 
 
 

Anniversaries in April 

4/16 Tamara & Tom Gorence 
4/ 29 Lunn & Steve Andrews 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Page 4 of 12 

Kid’s Page 



 
 
 

Have a Blessed Easter 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 

 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting  

February 10, 2020 

 

Present: Carolyn Hosford, Lynn Andrews, Georgia Phelan, Dorothy Schultz, Shari Faucher, Katie Phelan, Don 

Weichert and Pastor Ken 

 

1. Call to order at 6:32p.m.   

2. Opening prayer by Pastor Ken 

3. Roll call – All present 

4. Georgia presented agenda.  Motion to accept agenda by Carolyn. Second by Dorothy.  Carried. 

5. Minutes from the January 13, 2020 meeting presented by Lynn Andrews.  Motion to accept amended 

minutes by Dorothy.  Second by Carolyn. Carried. 

 

6. Reports 

                   

A.  Treasurers Report presented by Dorothy 

 Motion to accept report by Lynn.  Second by Carolyn.  Carried. 

 

1. QuickBooks - we will be switching over and using this program. It should make things 

much easier to organize.  Still waiting to see what is needed on computer to be able run 

the program.  

2. Dorothy made a motion to pay the insurance premium. We are looking into changing 

insurance companies. Ken knows someone who can give us better coverage at a better 

price too.  This also includes any groups that use the building.  

3. Georgia is ordering envelopes for next year with a 10% discount if the order is placed 

before the end of this month. 

 

B. Financial Secretary’s Report presented by Dorothy.   

Motion by to accept report by Shari   Second by Carolyn. Carried. 

 

1. Council will have to remove Loretta’s’ name from the church’s bank account. Council is 

looking for someone to take over, but in the meantime, Georgia will take care of matters. 

Council discussed always having two people count money after service.  Carolyn has 

volunteered to be one counter.  

 

C. Mary Martha Guild 

1. The guild is planning the rummage sale for the weekend of May 7, 8, and 9.   Higher 

priced items will be marked, everything else will be free-will offering.  They will also 

stay open a little later on Friday night to catch the working crowd. We will also ask the 

guild if they are still interested in giving out a 2020 scholarship. 

 

D. Sunday School 

1. Schedule is made for the remainder of the year, ending May 10th. 
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                        E.  Pastors Report   

1. Health & Vitality group is always looking for more people to join, but the meetings 

have been full of good ideas. 

2. Ash Wednesday service (February 26) will be at St. James at 7p.m. with soup and 

salad at 6p.m. St. Johns will be hosting evening prayer services the following 

Wednesdays in March (4,11,18,25) at 7p.m. there will be discussion after the 

service. Also, do we want to have soup and bread before the Lenten services? 

 

F. Building and Grounds 

1. Roof:  Netherland, the company who fixed the roof before, has added additional 

flashing to the problem area.  Hopefully, that will solve the leak issue. 

 

7. Unfinished business 

A. Council has elected new officers for 2020.  Positions to be filled were vice-president and 

financial secretary.   Officers are:  President Georgia Phelan; Vice-president Don Weichert; 

Financial secretary Carolyn Hosford; Secretary Lynn Andrews and Treasurer Dorothy 

Schultz.  Motion to accept council officers by Shari.  Second by Katie. 

B. Church bylaws are being looked over by Ken and Georgia.   

 

       8.    New Business 

                          1.  Georgia will order palms from Silks Flower Shop and ask Sandy Fritz                   

                                if she would be able to pick them up. 

                          2.   One Great Hour of Sharing (March 22) Dorothy will put a flyer into  

                                the Sunday bulletins to inform the congregation about the special  

                                 offering.  Money will be sent in April 6. 

                           3.  Don has volunteered to run council meetings while Georgia is out of  

                                town. 

                           4.  There will be a signup sheet made for greeters and ushers. 

                           5.  Emergency list will be updated with the new council members added. 

                           6.  We will be adding Georgia’s name to the bank account.  The checks 

                                will also need two signatures, so Don’s name will also be added. 

                                Motion by Carolyn to accept changes.  Second by Shari. 

9.   Adjournment 

      Motion to adjourn at 8:17p.m. by Carolyn.   Second by Dorothy. 

      Closing prayer by Georgia. 

                                

 

     Submitted by Lynn Andrews  

     Secretary  
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February Treasurer’s Report 
 

Summaries    Ending Cash 

 

Cash 
Balance Receipts Expenses Balance 

Currant- General Fund $28,848.00 $3,257.98 $7,033.65 $25,072.33 

Sale of 227 West Blvd $32,870.25   $32,870.25 

Parsonage Fund    $0.00 

Benevolent  $105.00 $105.00  

Memorial Fund $16,865.32   $16,865.32 

Scholarship Fund $580.00 $50.00  $630.00 

Building Fund $4,560.30   $4,560.30 

Hurrican Releif    $0.00 

Social Fund    $0.00 

Sound System Fund    $0.00 

Message Fund    $0.00 

Window Treatment    $0.00 

Outreach    $0.00 

Coffee Fund $62.00  $17.96 $44.04 

Roof Relief    $0.00 

Christmas Fund    $0.00 

Totals $83,785.87 $3,412.98 $7,156.61 $80,042.24 

     

 This Month To Date Last Year  

Net Gain/Net Loss -$3,775.67 -$2,393.39 -$1,526.27  

     

 To Date Last Year   

Savings Account $75,555.50 $41,170.61   

Flagstar Savings  $33,762.67   

Checking Account $4,486.74 $8,514.39  This Year 

Total $80,042.24 $83,447.67  $80,042.24 
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CD's     

St John's CD $8,825.86 $8,781.87   

Fah Savings    $8,825.86 

Total $8,825.86 $8,781.87  $88,868.10 
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Lenten/Easter Season Schedule 
Easter Season Calendar 

 
Thursday, April 9 -  Maundy Thursday 7pm at St James 
 

Friday, April 10 -     Good Friday w/ Stations of the Cross 12:30pm at St James 
 

Friday, April 10 -     Good Friday w/Stations of the Cross   7pm at St Johns - TBD  
 

Saturday, April 11 - Holy Saturday Great Easter Vigil 7pm at St James 
 

Sunday, April 12 -   Easter Morning 9am at St James  
 

Sunday, April 12 -   Easter Morning 11am at St Johns - TBD 
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Additional Activities 
 

                                                        Sunday Services 
 

No Sunday Services until further notice.  Services are still being held at St. James 
UCC on Sunday at 9am.   
 

                                            Sunday School 
No Sunday School until further notice. 
 

The program is for children ages 4 through 11 and meets after the children attend the 
beginning of church and have a special time with Pastor Ken.  We are in need of 
additional teachers for this year.  Please see Lynn if you have any questions or are 
interested in teaching. 

Mary Martha Guild 
No meetings until further notice. 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday of every month for lunch and a business meeting 
(except in July and August).  Bring a sandwich.  Beverages and dessert are provided.  
Each month we have a hostess who provides dessert.  Dues for the year are $10.  
Please see Loretta or Lynn, if you have any questions. 
 

Grace of God Prayer Group 
No meetings until further notice. 
 

Health & Vitality Meetings 
No meetings until further notice. 
 
 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay 
for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Let’s Recycle 
Look for the blue recycling bins at St. John’s! We recycle paper and cardboard (please, 
no candy wrappers or trash); this bin is next to the sanctuary door for ease of use 
following service. We also recycle plastic, like water bottles and clean plastic cups; this 
bin is near the door to the parking lot. Please do not recycle Styrofoam or plastic wraps. 
Let’s tread lightly on God’s earth and try to leave it closer to the way he created it for us! 
 

Food Pantry 
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  
The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These 
will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  
Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you! 
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Sunday, April 5      Sunday, April 12 
Sixth Sunday in Lent     Easter  
Liturgy of the Palms     Acts 10: 34-43 or Jer 31: 1-6 
Ps 118: 1-2: 1-4a      Ps 118: 1-2, 14-24 
Ps 118; 1-2, 19-29      Col 3: 1-4 or Acts 10: 34-43  
Matt 21: 1-11       John 20: 1-8 or Matt 28: 1-10 
Isa 50: 4-9a        
Ps 31: 9-16 
Phil 2: 5-11 
Matt 26: 14-27: 66 or Matt 27: 11-54         
             
       
Sunday, April 19      Sunday, April 26 
Second Sunday of Easter     Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32       Acts 2: 14a, 36-41   
Ps 16        Ps 116: 1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1: 3-9      1 Peter 1: 17-23 
John 20: 19-31      Luke 24: 13-35 
Holy Language      Breaking Bread 
 
     
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
      

 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scripture Reading for April 
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NEWSLETTER 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: 

(586) 727--1623 

Fax: 

(586) 27-0833 

E-mail: 

kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


