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I must confess, mea culpa – mea culpa, I had a moment of envy when my 
daughter who lives in Alaska of all places found great pleasure in sending 
me pictures of her gardens starting to come up.  Green shoots, little flowers, 
the whole bit.  More confession, maxi mea culpa, my initial response was 
not as Christian as I would have liked.  Now, in all fairness she lives if SE 
Alaska, Sitka, which is a temperate rain forest.  Her winters a much milder 
than ours and so are the summers.  But even so…..   
 
All that being said, I love March if for no other reason than it’s the month 
that officially starts spring, even though it may not feel like it. 
 
Many of us struggle to get through winter and what has seemed like 
endless cold, grey days of winter.  Just a couple days ago, as I was walking 
up the drive way looking at my muddy dormant gardens and I felt the warm 
sunshine on my face for a few moments but then again today the afternoon 
clouds and cold took over.  What a feeling of hope I had even though I 
knew in my heart there is more than a little winter left.  That is what I like 
about March.  Somehow, we know that regardless of what winter weather is 
left to come that spring will not be denied.  So not withstanding my 
daughter’s taunting, I wait with anticipation as the snow melts to see the 
little buds starting to appear and the daffodil shoots pushing up.  And 
various church members keep me posted on robin sightings.  There is 
hope. 
 
There is hope and preparation for greater things to come.  That is what this 
month in the church calendar is about as well.  This year March is full of 
Lent.  It started Feb 26 with Ash Wednesday.   
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Lent provides us a wonderful opportunity to consider and pray about how we can get closer to being 
the person God would have us to be and to consider what it is God would have us to do. 
 
Many consider Lent simply a time of giving up something we like for a few days, but I think that just as 
Jesus spent time in the wilderness contemplating his ministry, we too are called to spend time 
considering our own ministry.  I encourage us all to use this time for planning and preparing.  Lent is a 
time of spiritual preparation.  I invite you not to simply give up something but to take time to prepare 
your spirit for an exciting new journey.  Here are a couple suggestions.  Spend an extra few minutes 
each day in prayer and meditation.  Read a book on spirituality, commit to reading the Upper Room or 
Daily Bread  every morning with your coffee (it’s only a small page), read one proverb everyday from 
the bible (there are 31), commit an anonymous daily and intentional act of kindness, you get the idea.  
Prepare yourself for what God has planned for you.  Again, I encourage you to not just “give up” 
something but to add a little something that will feed your spirit. 
 
Although most of us think of Lent as not an uplifting time of year I would like us to think about Lent the 
same way gardeners think about March.  It is a time of thinking, planning, and preparing for spring.  It 
is a time of great anticipation.  We dream about and prepare for new growth in our gardens, we 
remember projects from last year that we want to finish, we sharpen our tools and start ordering seed.  
We remember the exciting successes of springs past and prepare to start this spring full of expectation 
and optimism. 
 
This is my vision for us.  As we begin our journey into Lent, let us not think of this as a season of 
spiritual winter but rather a time of preparing for our own spiritual spring, both personally and as a 
community of faith. 
 
Remember, whoever you are and wherever you are at on life’s journey, you are held in God’s 
unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace.  And there is a place for you here.   
 
Take care and be well, Peace 
Ken 
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Happy Birthdays in March  

Worship Ministry 

 
Volunteers Needed 

Please sign-up 
 
Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists 
and Altar Care.  
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Military Prayer List 
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our 
men and women in the military, to acknowledge 
those who serve and to pray for their safety. 
Please submit your love one’s, family member or 
friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be 
placed  
on the list.  
 
Josh Bieske        Staff Sgt.              US Air Force 
Alex Tite       Private                 US Army 
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
  
 

3-14  Jacob Hencherick 
3-14  Matthew Phelan 
3-28  Jack Leonard 
 
 
 
 

Prayers For …… 
 
Sandy          Elizabeth  
Tricia           Alma 
Bob           Aaron 
Brenda          John 
Steve           Mike  
Donald           Carolyn         
Carissa                        Corey          
Nick                             Becca          
Jake           Mason         
Avery           Rosemarie 
Tricia           Dan M.                 
Don & Patti          Tina 
Tom & Brenda         Chloe 
Bill           Brian 
Becky          Jim & Karen 
Tamara & Tom         Mr. Amella 
Mrs. Rosello         Mrs. Gerber 
Stephanie          Tommy 
Loretta           Don & Lois                         
Harvey & Lynn         Joy   
Pat           Tom 
Families of St. John & St. James 
 
    
  
   
 
 
 

Anniversaries in March 

3-10 Linda & Ron Andrews 
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
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Meeting Minutes / Reports 

 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting - Amended 

January 13, 2020 

 

Present: Carolyn Hosford, Loretta Prange, Lynn Reh, Lynn Andrews, Georgia Phelan, Dorothy 

Schultz, and Pastor Ken 

 

1. Call to order at 6:45p.m.   

2. Opening prayer by Pastor Ken 

3. Roll call – All present 

4. Georgia presented agenda.  Motion to accept by Lynn A.  Second by Carolyn.  

5. Minutes from the December 9, 2019 meeting presented by Lynn Andrews.  Motion to accept 

minutes by Dorothy.  Second by Loretta. Carried. 

 

6. Reports 

                   

A.  Treasurers Report presented by Dorothy 

 Motion to approve report by Lynn R.  Second by Carolyn.  Carried. 

 

1. Buying the QuickBooks software would be around $150.00.  Pastor Ken will see 

if the computer in the office would be compatible with the software, if not, he 

may be able to upgrade the computer.  Pastor will also make a list of everything 

needed to get the computer and program up and running.  

2. We are checking into better insurance prices, meanwhile Ken will contact the 

insurance company.   

 

B. Financial Secretary’s Report presented by Loretta.   

Motion by Lynn Reh to accept report as presented.  Second by Lynn Andrews. 

Carried. 

 

1. 2020 Budget:  Should we set up an income budget?  What we expect for the year 

in the way of weekly giving, fundraisers, donation, etc. 

 

C. Mary Martha Guild 

1. The guild is planning the rummage sale for the weekend of May 7, 8, and 9.   

Higher priced items will be marked, everything else will be free-will offering.  

They will also stay open a little later on Friday night to catch the working crowd. 

2. The guild elected new officers when they met last week. 

D. Sunday School 

1. Schedule is made for the remainder of the year, ending May 10th. 
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 E.  Pastors Report   

1. Luke Hincherick will contact Pastor Ken when he’s ready to start 

confirmation.  

2. Pastor is concerned about more people giving less, why?  

 

F.  Building and Grounds 

1. Carolyn called the Health Department about the cloudy water issue.  They 

said that Marine City does test their water every Thursday and flush the water 

system.   We decided to keep an eye on the water and maybe have it tested by 

the Health department in the future. 

2. The roof is still leaking, so Georgia called Steve from Netherland to have a 

look at it.  He may have to peel back some shingles to see exactly where the 

leak starts.   

 

7. Unfinished business 

A. Chili-potato Dinner:  10% of our profit ($40.00) will be given to Our Church’s Wider 

Mission.  Another dinner is planned for October 24, 2020.  

B. We have two new council members starting in February 2020.  Shari Faucher and 

Katie Phelan.  Loretta and Lynn Reh will be going off the council.  Dorothy has 

volunteered to stay temporarily. 

C. Annual meeting and potluck will be on Sunday, January 19, 2020.  We will have 

chicken from Neimans, provided by the church, and congregation will bring a dish to 

pass. 

 

 

       8.    New Business 

                          1.  Georgia called New Dawn inquiring about a local family who had lost  

                               their home due to a fire.  Our help was not needed at this time. 

       

9.   Adjournment 

      Motion to adjourn at 8:23p.m. by Dorothy.  Second by Lynn R. 

                                

 

     Submitted by Lynn Andrews  

     Secretary  
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January Treasurer’s Report 
 

   

 This Month To Date 

Net Gain/Net Loss $1,382.28 $1,382.28 

   

 To Date Last Year 

Savings Account $75,549.52 $41,168.63 

Flagstar Savings  $33,760.00 

Checking Account $8,236.35 $9,756.31 

Total $83,785.87 $84,684.94 

   
CD's   
St John's CD $8,825.86 $8,781.87 

Fah Savings  $2,369.91 

Total $8,825.86 $11,151.78 

   
Respectfully Submitted by,   
Dorothy Schultz   
Treasurer   
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Mary Martha Minutes 
 

Mary Martha Minutes from the meeting held on January 8, 2020. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:15pm by Loretta. 
 
Members present:  Loretta, Linda, Carolyn A., Carolyn H., Lois, and Lynn. Loretta was 
our hostess. 
 
Lynn read the minutes from the October and November, 2019 meetings. Linda made a 
motion, seconded 
by Carolyn H., to accept the minutes as read.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s report.  The balance in the checking account as of December 31, 2019 is 
$326.70.  We received a year end donation of $215. from Helen DeLude.  Motion made 
by Lois, seconded by Carolyn H. to include Helen’s donation with our current year 
donations and not disperse at this time.  Motion carried.  Motion made by Lois, 
seconded by Linda to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion 
carried. 
 
We received thank you notes for our 2019 donations from A New Dawn, Downriver 
Helping Hands, Marine City Old Newsboys, and Emilie Andrews. 
 
Old Business - None. 
 
New Business - Motion made by Lynn, seconded by Linda to have our Annual 
Rummage Sale on Thursday, May 7 from 9am to 3pm, Friday, May 8 from 9am to 6pm 
and Saturday, May 9 from 9am to Noon.  Only large items will be priced, other items will 
be make a donation.  On Saturday, Fill-A-Bag will be $3.  Motion Carried.  Motion made 
by Carolyn H., seconded by Linda, to keep our current Officers for the 2020 year.  
Motion carried.  Officers are President, Loretta; Vice President, Carolyn A.; and  
Secretary/Treasurer, Lynn.  Hostess schedule for the year was created and is posted in 
the kitchen. 
 
Motion made by Lynn, seconded by Lois to adjourn the meeting at  2:10pm.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Reh 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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March Activities 
March 1 - 11:00 a.m.  - Morning Worship and Sunday School 
 

March 2 - 2:30 p.m.    - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship Room 
 

March 4 - 7:00 p.m.    - Evening Prayer w/following discussion @ St. John’s 
 

March 8 - 11:00 a.m.  - Morning Worship and Sunday School 
 

March 9 - 2:30 p.m.    - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship Room 
 

March 10 – 12:30pm   - Mary Martha Guild meets in the Fellowship Room. 
 

March 11 - 7:00 p.m.  - Evening Prayer w/following discussion @ St. John’s 
 

March 15 - 11:00 a.m.  - Morning Worship and Sunday School 
 

March 16 - 2:30 p.m.  - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship Room 
 

March 18 - 6:00 (before Prayer Meeting) Soup & Bread dinner provided by Mary Martha 
Guild at no cost. Please sign up with how many will be in your group and have each 
person bring one non-perishable food item for donation to Downriver Helping Hands. 
 

March 18 - 7:00 p.m.  -   Evening Prayer w/following discussion @ St. John’s 
 

March 22 - 11:00 a.m.  - Morning Worship and Sunday School 
 

March 23 - 2:30 p.m.  -  God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship Room 
 

March 25 - 7:00 p.m.  -  Evening Prayer w/following discussion @ St. John’s 
 

March 29 - 11:00 a.m.  - Morning Worship and Sunday School 
 

March 30 - 2:30 p.m.    - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship Room 
 

Lenten/Easter Season Schedule 

Easter Season Calendar 
Mar 4 – 25  - 7pm    Wednesday evenings -  Brief evening prayer at St John’s -   
             discussion following after, if interested  Bring a topic to discuss. 
                      7pm    Seder Meal either March 25 or April 1,  
 

Maundy Thursday 7pm at St James 
 

Good Friday w/ Stations of the Cross 12:30pm at St James 
 

Good Friday w/Stations of the Cross   7pm at St Johns  
 

Holy Saturday Great Easter Vigil 7pm at St James 
 

Easter Morning 9am at St James  
 

Easter Morning 11am at St Johns 
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Additional Activities 

     

                                                        Food Pantry 
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  
The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These 
will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  
Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you! 
 

                                             Mary Martha Guild 

The Mary Martha Guild will be hosting a Soup and Bread Supper on Wednesday, March 
18 at 6pm, prior to our Lenten Service.  The meal is being provided by the ladies of the 
Mary Martha.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Room.  Please let us know 
how many guests will be attending in your family.  Everyone is asked to bring a non-
perishable item (per person), which will be donated to the Down River Helping Hands. 
 We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
We meet on the second Wednesday of every month for lunch and a business meeting 
(except in July and August).  Bring a sandwich.  Beverages and dessert are provided.  
Each month we have a hostess who provides dessert.  Dues for the year are $10.  
Please see Loretta or Lynn, if you have any questions. 
 

Sunday School 
The program is for children ages 4 through 11 and meets after the children attend the 
beginning of church and have a special time with Pastor Ken.  We are in need of 
additional teachers for this year.  Please see Lynn if you have any questions or are 
interested in teaching. 

 

Coffee Donations 
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay 
for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Let’s Recycle 
Look for the blue recycling bins at St. John’s! We recycle paper and cardboard (please, 
no candy wrappers or trash); this bin is next to the sanctuary door for ease of use 
following service. We also recycle plastic, like water bottles and clean plastic cups; this 
bin is near the door to the parking lot. Please do not recycle Styrofoam or plastic wraps. 
Let’s tread lightly on God’s earth and try to leave it closer to the way he created it for us! 
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Sunday, March 1      Sunday, March 8 
First Sunday of Lent     Second Sunday of Lent  
Gen 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7     Gen 12: 1-4a 
Ps 32        Ps 121  
Rom 5: 12-19       Rom 4: 1-5, 13-17 
Matt 4: 1-11       John 3: 1-17 or Matt 17: 1-9 
Abundant Grace      Bold Blessing   
         
Sunday, March 15      Sunday, March 22 
Third Sunday of Lent     Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Ex 17: 1-7         1 Sam 16: 1-13   
Ps 95        Ps 23 
Rom 5: 1-111       Eph 5: 8-14 
John 4: 5-42       John 9: 1-41 
From the Heart      Restored 
 
    Sunday, March 29 
    Fifth Sunday of Lent 
    Ezek 37: 1-14 
    Ps 130 
    Rom 8: 6-11 
    John 11: 1-45 
    Breath of Hope 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
      

 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading for March 
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St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: 

(586) 727--1623 

Fax: 

(586) 27-0833 

E-mail: 

kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 


