 (
St. J
ohn
s United Church of Christ
)
527 N. William Street, Marine City, MI 48039 

 (
Contents
News from Pastor Ken
   1
Pastor Ken News Cont.  2
 
Birthdays
3
Worship Ministry
3
Cookie Exchange
3
Military Prayer List
3
Prayers Needed
3
Kid’s Page 
4
Christmas Legend
 
5
Minutes
/Reports
6
 
–
 
8
December
 
Act
ivities
9
Additional Activities
 & Notices
1
0
Christmas Schedule
1
1
Scripture Readings 
 1
1
) (
I realize that it sounds odd hearing these well wishes in this order but that is how it goes in the church world.  According to the Liturgical calendar the church New Year officially begins the first Sunday in December this year with the first Sunday in Advent.  For all of you keeping score this begins year C.
My understanding and appreciation for Advent continues to grow with every passing year.  When I think of what Advent is all about, it is helpful for us to consider that Advent is to Christmas what Lent is to Easter.  It is a time of spiritual preparation and discernment.  It is that time when we can consider the incredible gift that we are about to receive and how we would like to use it.  I like to think of the gift of Christmas as an unlimited gift card that we can use anytime and anyplace to shape and guide our lives.  But like all gift cards, they only give us benefit if we use them.
I think my Christmas’ have become richer and more fulfilling as my understanding of Advent practices become richer and more intentional. Advent is a time of spiritual centering, reflection and preparation for the year to come so when Christmas gets here, I am ready.  Not necessarily on the outside but on the inside.  I think part of what use to (and still can) make me crazy about Christmas is that I thought everything needed to be just right on the outside in order to be right on the inside, including gifts, decorating the house, the tree, the lights, the dishes, the…the…, the….  You see, I can make myself stressed just thinking about it.  And in the course of potentially becoming overwhelmed about the outside, it becomes easier to forget to prepare and make ready the inside.  The heart and the spirit of Christmas.  
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents.
First choose a short title for your newsletter
— something like "School News,
" 
or “Back to School.” As you choose the title, also take time to think about the newsletter’s theme. What important messages do you want to send parents and families?
Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length.
Use the body of your school 
newsletter to
 
keep parents apprised of
 
major assignments and class
 events, as well as any 
of 
school district news. Also
 
share news for specific grade
 
levels, and tell parents about
 upcoming events, new faculty, and school 
policies.
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Dear Parents
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So for the past few years it is first things first.  Heart and spirit first and then allow some time to put up a little tree, a few decorations and a little bit of shopping.  Just as a note, I don’t buy things people won’t use just because I don’t know what they need.   Ah…. Christmas
So once again I have gathered my meditation materials and have been making my short list of any specific things, I am seeking God’s direction about in my life.  I invite you to join me in spirit for a day in prayer, meditation or whatever practice you use to center your spirit, I would enjoy sharing that with you.  I continue to be excited about the journey ahead.  This year I invite you to join me in re-arranging our prioritizes and sharing with me in ways to more fully enjoy Advent and therefore Christmas.  
First, slow down and take time to remember what this season is truly about. It is time for thinking about our individual relationships with God and listening for what it is God would have us to do and who it is that God would have us to be. It is a time of prayer, reflection and discerning.   It is a time for considering and acting on how it is you want God to impact your life.  I also want to remind you to expect the unexpected.  
Secondly, Advent is the beginning of the new church year.  It is a season for appreciating what is, together with the hope of what is to come.  I look with anticipation toward this New Year both in my personal life as well as our life together as a community of faith.  This has been an exciting year of growth and transition for me and our church family.  There continues to be an exciting sense of energy and anticipation.  I invite you to pray and prepare for what God is calling you individually and we as a community, to be and to do in the year ahead.
Third, Advent is the gateway to Christmas and all the joy and anticipation that comes with it.  As I stated earlier, I am aware that during the holidays we are sometimes consumed with trying to do life perfectly.  It seems that no matter how much we do or how hard we work there will always be a couple things more we could have done.  Is not that the way life is.  I think the key to happiness during the holidays as well as throughout life is to slow down, plan for what you can plan, do what you can do, and then relax and take time to enjoy the ride, knowing that things are always going to turn out a little differently than the plan.  Make sure to leave room for the Spirit to do its thing.
During this time of Advent, I invite you to follow that simple formula, plan a little, do a little, and enjoy, remembering that the biggest gift that you will receive is not under the tree.  It is the gift of God’s unending love for you, the gift of boundless, unconditional, unearned, mercy, grace and forgiveness.  So sit a moment, wait a while, take a deep breath, expect the unexpected and then prepare to open the Gift that will transform your life forever. Expect a miracle.
Remember that
 
whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are held in God’s unconditional love, boundless mercy, and unending grace.  And there is a place for you here.  
May you know the love and grace of God in your life.  May your heart and life be filled with the Spirit.  Merry Christmas!!
Take care and be well, Peace
Ken
) (
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Volunteers Needed
Please sign-up
Please consider signing up for the ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists and Altar Care. 
 
) (
Worship Ministry
) (
Happy Birthdays in 
December
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12/6   Mary Galvin
12/25 Rev. Ken Gadd
12/26 Loretta Prange
12/31 Andrew Hincherick
)
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St. John’s/St. James Cookie Exchange
Saturday, December 7
th
 at 2pm
St. John’s Fellowship Room
For those you who signed up for the Cookie Exchange the rules are as follows: 
Make enough of just 1 kind of homemade Christmas cookies for each person (12 signed up
, counting yourself
) to receive 1 dozen of your cookies.  You will receive 1 dozen of different cookies from each person signed up.  Your array of Christmas cookies will be plentiful without all the fuss and clean-up.   
)							
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Prayers For ……
Scott
       
 Kathy
Mary
       
 MaryAnn
Cheryl
       
 Jean
Carissa
       
 Corey
Autumn
       
 Donald 
Carolyn
       
 Nick
Becca
        
Jake
Josie
        
Dorothy
Bob
        
Shelley
John
            
        
Bertha
Tamara & Tom
        K
athy & Doug
Bea
       
 Judy L.
Loretta & Nelson
       
 Marion & Debbie Harvey & Lynn
 
      
 
Nancy
Bobby
                        
 Don
Rev. Reh & Lynn
       
 Pat
Tom
                           
 Brenda
Marian
                        
Judy
Joy
                            
 Don & Patti
Don & Lois
                
 Bill
Bernetta
                    
 Steve & Marge Gene
     
Families of St. John & St. James
)

 (
Military Prayer List
I will be including a list in the newsletter of our men and women in the military, to acknowledge those who serve and to pray for their safety. Please submit your love one’s, family member or friend’s name, rank and branch of service to be placed 
on the list. 
Josh Bieske
    
    
Staff Sgt.
   
           
US 
A
ir Force
Alex Tite
  
    
Private       
          
US Army
Joshua Bieske    Sgt. First Class    US Air Force
)[image: military_15484]
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St. John’s United Church of Christ
Council Meeting 
October 14, 2019

Present: Carolyn Hosford, Loretta Prange, Lynn Reh, Lynn Andrews, Georgia Phelan, Dorothy Schultz, and Pastor Ken

Call to order at 6:35p.m.  Opening prayer by Pastor Ken


1. Georgia presented agenda.  Motion to accept by Loretta.  Second by Carolyn. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk16617417]Minutes from the September 9, 2019 meeting presented by Lynn Andrews. Motion by Lynn Reh to accept minutes.  Second by Dorothy. Carried.

     III.         Reports
                   
1.  Treasurers Report presented by Dorothy
1. Dorothy will amend September report. $1,993.77 will be moved into the Building Fund.
1. We are considering QuickBooks for an easier expense report and hopefully begin in January 2020.  This program enables us to backup information to a thumb drive.  Pastor Ken will look into pricing. 
1. Dorothy informed us that the gas card is no longer active.
1. There is a finance meeting planned for October 21 at 6p.m.

Motion to approve report as amended by Carolyn.  Second by Lynn Andrews.  Carried.

1. Financial Secretary’s Report presented by Loretta.  Motion by Lynn Reh to accept report as presented.  Second by Lynn Andrews. Carried.

1. Mary Martha Guild
1.  The Guild is looking for another local organization to support. 
1.   They are looking into doing a Christmas cookie exchange with
  the ladies of St. James.

1. Sunday School
1.  Sunday school began October 6th.  
1.  (
Page 7 of 1
1
)The Christmas program this year will involve singing three hymns, with a short history about each one.
1. The Sunday school teachers will be using leftover curriculum this year, so no expense needed there.

                        E.  Pastors Report  
1. The Health & Vitality group has met once, 6 people attended.  Ken is changing the day of the meeting to Thursday, November 7th hoping to draw in more people.
1. All Saints Day will be celebrated November 3rd.  We will invite people to bring in pictures of loved ones that have passed, and light a votive in their honor. 
1. Upcoming Christmas services are as follows:  St. Jame’s Blue Christmas, December 21st  at 7p.m.  Christmas Eve – 
St. John’s 4p.m. St. Jame’s - 7p.m. and 11p.m.  Motion to accept Lynn Reh.  Second by Carolyn.

1.  Building and Grounds
                                   Joe Griffor can’t begin north entry project yet due to a family loss.
1. The roof repair cost was $1,200.00 for the roof repair and steeple removal.
1. We need to decide whether or not we want to replace the steeple.  It would be $750.00 for the crane to put it back up and also added cost to attach it to the roof.  We could take money out of Memorial Fund for this. Motion to accept by Lynn Reh.  Second by Carolyn.

1. Unfinished Business
1. Chili potato dinner planned for October 26.  Georgia will be advertising on Channel 6, Facebook and posting flyers.

          V.    New Business
                          1.  Council was given information on the extent of lightning damage     
                               that occurred in September. 
                          2.   Dorothy is updating the emergency contact list.
                          3.   Security procedure information should be updated, we will look into   
                                that next month.  
                          4.   Georgia has extra forms that were filled out by guests.  She will hand          
                                out stickers to the congregation to add to their directories for quick  
                                updates. 
                               
     Motion made to adjourn at 8:31p.m. by Carolyn.  Second by Loretta.  
     Closing prayer by Georgia.
 (
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	October Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Cash                $82,994.79
       Receipts.                       5,602.12
       Expenses                      6,516.04
Ending Cash                     $82,080.87




Cash on Hand
        MMarket Account      $80,529.81
        Flagstar Savings                  0.00
        Checking Account         1,551.06
Total                                   $82,080.87

        Cert. of Deposit         $ 8,814.87
        Fah Savings                 ___ 0.00 
Total                                  $ 8,814.87

Grand Total on Hand        $90,895.74


      October Current Fund Totals
                       Receipts         $4,088.62
                       Expenses         4,046.33
                                              $     42.29

      Year-to-Date Current Fund Totals
                       Receipts      $43,004.60
                       Expenses      51,201.68
                                          -$  8,197.08


Respectfully Submitted by,
Dorothy Schultz, Treasurer
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December Activities
 Sunday, December 1 - 11am - First Sunday in Advent. Morning Worship with Holy 					       Communion and  Sunday School.  Coffee Hour following 				       Worship.  Special Collection for Discretionary Fund. 
 
Monday, December 2 - 2:30pm - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship 			                               Room.  All are welcome to join us.
       
Saturday, December 7 - 2pm - Christmas Cookie Exchange with St. James here at St. 					      John’s. 

Sunday, December 8 - 11am - Second Sunday in Advent. Morning Worship & Sunday 					      School.

Monday, December 9 - 2:30pm - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in Fellowship 					          Room.
                                     6:30pm - Council meets.

Wednesday, December 11 - 12noon - Mary Martha Guild Annual Christmas Party.
Sunday, December 15 - 11am - Third Sunday in Advent.  Morning Worship with Holy 					        Communion and Sunday School.
      
Monday, December 16 - 2:30pm - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship 					 Room.

Saturday, December 21 - 7pm - Blue Christmas Service at St. James.

Sunday, December 22 - 11am - Fourth Sunday in Advent.  Morning Worship and 						        Children’s Christmas Program.  Refreshments will be 				                   served following the service.
  
Monday, December 23 - 2:30pm - God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship 					 Room.                           
Tuesday, December 24 - 4pm - Christmas Eve Service at St. John’s.
                                         7pm - Christmas Eve Service at St. James.
                                         1pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at St. James.

Wednesday, December 25 - May each and everyone have a Blessed Merry Christmas.
                                                
Sunday, December 29 - 11am - Morning Worship with Spiritual Healing Service.  No 					        Sunday School today.     

Tuesday, December 31 - New’s Years Eve.  Take a moment to thank God for the many 				                                       blessings He has given us this year.   
 (
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                                              Hat, Scarf and Mitten Tree
The Sunday School is sponsoring a Hat, Scarf and Mitten Tree for Christmas.  There will be a tree (and box) in the Fellowship Room for donations.  All are welcome to participate in this collection.  
Let’s do our part to help keep the children of our community warm during the cold winter months.  Thank you to all and Merry Christmas from the Sunday School students and teachers.

                                          Children’s Christmas Program
Please join us on Sunday, December 22, during worship for our Annual Sunday School Christmas Program.  This year Pastor Ken will be giving the history on select Christmas Carols.  The children will then lead the
Congregation in the signing of each hymn.  Following worship, there will be refreshments for all.  Hope to see you then!

Food Pantry
God’s Grace Through Prayer, our St. John’s Prayer Group, is sponsoring a Pantry Box.  The box is in the Fellowship Room.  We are accepting any non-perishable items.  These will be donated to the Downriver Helping Hands and other organizations in the area.  Please help support those in need in our Community.  Thank you!

                                             Mary Martha Guild
We meet on the second Wednesday of every month for lunch and a business meeting (except in July and August).  Bring a sandwich.  Beverages and dessert are provided.  Each month we have a hostess who provides dessert.  Dues for the year are $10.  Please see Loretta or Lynn, if you have any questions.

Sunday School
The program is for children ages 4 through 11 and meets after the children attend the beginning of church and have a special time with Pastor Ken.  We are in need of additional teachers for this year.  Please see Lynn if you have any questions or are interested in teaching.

Coffee Donations
There is a container on the counter by the coffee pots for freewill donations to help pay for the cost of Coffee Hour.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Let’s Recycle
Watch for the new blue recycling bins at St. John’s! We will be recycling paper (weekly service programs included) and other paper. Look for that bin near the doors to the Sanctuary. We’ll also be recycling plastic, like water bottles and plastic cups. That bin will be near the coffee station. Let’s tread lightly on God’s earth- help us go green at St. John’s and recycle your paper and plastic!
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Saturday, December 21 – 7pm – Blue Christmas Service at St. James

Tuesday, December 24 – 4pm – Christmas Eve Service at St. John’s

Tuesday, December 24 – 7pm – Christmas Eve Family Service at St. James

Tuesday, December 24 – 11pm – Christmas Service with Communion at St. James





 (
Scripture Reading for 
December
 2019
)



Sunday, December 1					Sunday, December 8
First Sunday of Advent					Second Sunday of Advent
Isa 2: 1-5							Isa 11: 1-10 
Ps 122								Ps 72: 1-7, 18-19	
Rom 13: 11-14						Rom 15: 4-13
Matt 24: 36-44						Matt 3: 1-12
Called to Gift						Vision of Peace											
Sunday, December 15					Sunday, December 22
Third Sunday of Advent					Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isa 35: 1-10 			 	 		 	Isa 7: 10-16  
Ps 146: 5-10 or Luke 1: 47-55				Ps 80: 1-7, 17-19	
James 5: 7-10						Rom 1: 1-7
Matt 11: 2-11 						Matt 1: 18-25
Heartbeat of Justice					God with Us

					Sunday, December 29
					First Sunday After Christmas
					Isa 63: 7-9
					Ps 148
					Heb 2: 10-18
					Matt 2: 13-23
					Cosmic Praise
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We’re on the Web!
stjohnsmarinecity.org
)              
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Gbe Legend of the
Chrisﬁ Wreatch

The circular shape
of the Christmas wreath
symbolizes eternal life
and the everlasting
love of God,
who sent his only Son
to redeem humankind.
The prickly holly
reminds us of Christ's
crown of thorns;
the red berries,
His sacrifice
for our salvation;
and the white blossoms
bring to mind
His innocence.
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