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St. Johns United Church of Christ 

 
It just seems that everyone I talk to lately is experiencing winter fatigue.  
Even my consulting client that has had a banner year doing over a 
million dollars last year in corporate snowplowing and landscaping 
(mostly snowplowing) has informed me that he is “so done with winter.” 
 
Many of you have commented or inquired about Easter being early this 
year.  Not really.  It just came rather late last year.  We have had both 
earlier and later Easters.  Well here is how it was decided.  We can 
thank our Pagan friends in part for this.  In 325CE the Council of 
Nicaea established that Easter would be held on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. From that 
point forward, the Easter date depended on the ecclesiastical 
approximation of March 21 for the vernal equinox.   
 
Here is what I know for sure.  Spring and Easter are here even though 
it may not feel like spring at this moment.  I heard a couple church folks 
discussing how many robins that have already seen (none at my house 
yet) and my neighbor mentioned that she already has crocus’ and I 
noticed little green sprouts popping up from beneath the cold earth as I 
walked through thinking about my gardens.  It must be spring!! 
 
As we finish this Lenten season the end of March and enter Easter, 
remember it is just like the transition from winter into spring.  During 
what seems to be the endless cold dark days of winter, we start to 
experience the new life that rises up from what we once were sure was 
dead.  That is what the Easter season offers us as well, to seek and 
experience new life, new life in our congregation and new life for 
ourselves.   
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This Lenten season was a powerful season for me as I hope it was for you, filled with reflection, 
preparation and discernment.  We spent time this Lenten season considering our own personal 
journey through the wilderness into Jerusalem.  We prayed about what we bring to the cross and more 
importantly, what resurrection and transformation we have come to expect in our own lives this Easter.  
Over the past weeks, we have been talking about discovering the Christ within us, to be the 
resurrected, living Jesus we know God has called us to be. 
 
As we come into spring, expect the miracle of new life.  Expect to be transformed.  Again, that is what 
Easter is all about.  Some miracles are large and some are small, some require that we look for them.  
A number of them even require that we work to reveal them.  However, if we do look, if we keep 
expecting them and are willing to do what God asks us to do; those miracles will just keep coming. 
 
I am excited about what this Easter season has in store for us all, personally and as a community in 
Christ.  I encourage you to keep your heart, mind and spirit open.  Let us plan together, pray together, 
and work together.  Let us prepare to be transformed. 
 
I invite you all to participate in the Holy week services including Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the 
Great Easter Eve Vigil and affirmation and of course Easter morning Communion service.  Invite those 
you have missed to join us and share in this time of personal transformation and renewal.   
 
Take care and be well, Peace 
Pastor Ken 
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Happy Birthdays in April 
 

Happy Anniversary’s in April 

Worship Ministry 

 Volunteers Needed 
Please sign-up 

 

Please consider signing up for the 
ministries of Usher/Greeter, Liturgists 
and Altar Care.  
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Military Prayer List 
I will be including a list in the newsletter 
of our men and women in the military, to 
acknowledge those who serve and to pray 
for their safety. Please submit your love 
one’s, family member or friend’s name, 
rank and branch of service to be placed 
on the list.  
 
Josh Bieske 
Staff Sgt. 
US Air Force 
 

4-13 Tom & Tamara Gorence 
4-29 Steve & Lynn Andrews 

4-6    Mary Johnson 
4-11  Megan Hencherick 
4-13  Nelson Prange 
4-15  Mary Galvin 
4-16  Tom Kaufman 
4-17  Jim Beattie 
4-22  Betty Hill 
         Millicent Chalmers 
         Betty Brinkman 
4-23  Lucas Henchrick 
4-29  Maddy LaMontagne 
 
 

Prayers For …… 
 

Tricia   Lois & Don 
Alma   Lynn 
Tim & Family  Ida 
Cory & Brianna Jean 
Cobb Family Marvin 
Holly    Jason  
Debbie   Lindsey Family 
Cindy   Ben Hosford 
Tom    Barb David 
Jean    Mickey & Judy 
Jim & Laura  Jan Coy 
Linda Swoish Beth 
Bigelow Family Harvey Reh  
Aaron   Laura & Jim 
Mary    Joy 
John & Laurie Roger 
Gordie  Brenda  
Elizabeth  Victims of Florida 
Courtney   Jim 
Peggy   Brenda 
Pat & Mary  Alana 
Patty    Mike 
Lynn   Pat 
Addie Jean  Roger 
Beth   Tamera 
St. John’s UCC St. James UCC 
Korene  Lois 
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Easter Blessing 
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    Announcements & Activities 

 
 April 1 - 11 am -          Easter Worship with Holy Communion 
                                              Sunday school. 
 
        April 2 - 2:30 pm -      God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the   
                Fellowship Room. 
 
        April 8 - 11 am -         Divine Worship 
                                             Sunday school 
                                             Coffee Hour after worship.  Ron and Linda Leonard  
      are hosts. 
 
       April 9 - 2:30 pm -     God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship 
                                   Room 
                                             6:30 pm - Council meets 
 
       April 12 - 12:30 pm - Mary Martha Guild meets.  All women are welcome  
     to attend.  Bring a sandwich.  Dessert and beverages 
     are provided.  Business meeting follows lunch.  
     At 1:30 we will have a guest speaker from Special  
     Dreams Farm. 
 
      April 15 - 11 am -      Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
                                            Sunday School 
 
     April 16 - 2:30 pm -  God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship  
              Room. 
 
      April 22 - 11 am -    Divine Worship 
                                           Sunday School 
 
     April 23 - 2:30 pm -  God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship  
              Room. 
 
     April 29 - 11 am -     Divine Worship and Healing Service 
                                           Sunday school 
                                           Set up tables for the Rummage Sale following   
    worship. 
 
     April 30 -  9 am -     Set up and price items for Rummage Sale 2:30 pm -  
             God’s Grace Through Prayer meets in the Fellowship  
             Room. 
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St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Council Meeting 
February 12, 2018 
 
Present: Lynn Reh, Loretta Prange, Georgia Phelan, Miriam Guyor, Kurt 
Schultz, Dorothy Schultz, Carolyn Hosford, Denise Beattie, Rev. Ken Gad 
Absent: Lynn Andrews 
Call to order at 6:42 p.m. Opening prayer by Rev. Gadd 
 

I. Minutes of the January 8, 2018 meeting presented by Miriam. Motion 
by Lynn Reh to accept minutes as presented. Second by Loretta. 
Carried 

II. Reports 
A. Treasurer’s Report presented by Dorothy. Motion by Georgia to 

accept report as presented. Second by Lynn Reh. Carried. 
B. Financial Secretary’s Report present by Loretta. Motion by Lynn to 

accept as presented with amendment that this year’s scholarship 
amount should be $25. Second by Georgia. Carried. 

C. Mary Martha Guild. Rummage Sale will be May 3, 4 and 5, from 9 -
3 on the 3rd and 4th, 9 until noon on the 5th.  As they will be 
setting up throughout the week, they have asked that our support 
groups not meet in the fellowship hall during the week preceding 
the sale. Council approved, Don Weichert will notify the groups. 

 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Treasurer's Report for February,  2018 
Beginning Cash Balance         $   87,687.88 
        Receipts                                 4,413.90 
        Expenses                               4,898.55 
Ending Cash Balance              $  87,203.23 
 
Savings Account                      $  57,416.30 
Savings Account-Flagstar            33,729.02 
Checking Account                        _4,510.67 
                                                  $ 95,655.99 
Expenses from Fah's Savings        8,452.76 
Total                                          $  87,203.23 
 
St. John's CD                            $   8,753.27 
Fah's Endowment Savings            2,368.91 
Total                                          $ 11,122.18 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dorothy Schultz 
Treasurer 
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Reports and Minutes Continued 
D. Sunday School. Confirmation schedule. Lynn Reh suggested we 

have confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th to avoid the 
school spring break. Approved. 

E. Pastor’s Report 
1. The new website has been launched. 
2. It was verified that his office staff person who has been 

producing our bulletins will receive a 1099 for her 
compensation. 

3. Rev. Gadd asked what constitutes an active member status. 
The By-laws will need to be reviewed to determine this. 

4. Rev. Gadd welcomes all to attend the Ash Wednesday service 
to be held at St. James at 7 p.m. 

5. Lenten Services and Study will be held at St. John’s on 
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. on February 21, 28, March 7, 14 
and 21st. 

6. Good Friday services will be held at St. James at 12:30 and at 
St. John’s at 7 p.m. The Saturday Easter Vigil will be at St. 
James at 7 p.m. 

F. Building and Grounds 
1. Per Kurt, we will address the issues with the threshold in the 

parking lot doorway in the spring. 
2. The gutters are iced over and there are hanging icicles. There 

also looks to be inadequate insulation in the roof in some 
areas. Both will have to be addressed. 

III. Unfinished Business 
A. It was clarified that our organists and our former typist, who 

compiled the bulletins and newsletters, received a 1099 for tax 
purposes. 

IV. New Business 
A. Rev. Gadd suggested a review of our By-laws to determine what 

our quorum should be for council meetings as well as the 
previously mentioned “active” member definition. Motion by Lynn 
Reh to form a By-laws committee to review and make suggestions 
for possible amendments to our By-laws. Second by Georgia and 
carried. Rev. Gadd, Miriam and Georgia will serve on this 
committee. 

B. Dorothy will redo the emergency phone list, while Georgia will 
create a sign-up list for members to provide their email 
addresses. This will facilitate Rev. Gadd’s email to the 
congregation. 

C. Voting for Officers on Council. All officers will retain their current 
positions, with the exception of Vice President. Dorothy 
nominated Lynn Reh, seconded by Carolyn. Carried and the 
position was accepted by Lynn. 
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Reports and Minutes Continued 

 
Motion to adjourn by Dorothy at 8:20 p.m. Second by Denise and 
carried. Closing prayer by Rev. Gadd. 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Mary Martha Minutes from the meeting held on January 11, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm by Loretta.  Loretta read a devotion 
about the Angels that we meet here on earth. 
 
Members present:  Lois, Loretta, Linda, and Lynn. 
 
Lynn read the minutes from the November meeting.  Motion made by Linda, 
seconded by Lois to accept the minutes as read. Motion carried. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was given by Lynn.  The current balance in the checking 
account is $157.14.  Our CD has matured with a balance of $1,664.13. Motion 
made by Lois, seconded by Linda to accept the Treasurer’s report and to renew 
the CD for another three year term.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business -  We discussed options for a Community Service Project.  We are 
going to look into doing volunteer work at the Special Dreams Farm on Fred 
Moore Highway in St. Clair. 
 
New Business - The Hostess Schedule for our 2018 meetings was established 
and will be posted in the kitchen.  Dues were collected from the four members 
present plus Tamara.  Set-up for the Potluck on Sunday, January 21, will 
be Saturday, January 20 at 9am.  Lois made a motion, seconded by Linda, that 
the officers remain the same for 2018.  Motion carried.  Officers are:  Loretta - 
President, Carolyn - Vice President and Lynn - Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Motion made by Lynn, seconded by Linda, to adjourn the meeting at 2:20 pm.  
Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Reh 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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Reports and Minutes Continued 
 

Mary Martha Minutes from the meeting held on February 8, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:20 pm by Loretta.  Lynn read a devotion 
about Valentine’s Day. 
 
Members present:  Lois, Loretta, Linda, Carolyn, Brenda, Marion, and Lynn. 
 
Minutes from the January meeting were not available and will be presented at the 
March meeting. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was given by Lynn.  The current balance in the checking 
account is $204.14.  Our CD has renewed for another three years with a balance 
of $1,664.13 at .90% interest. The new maturity date is January 9, 2021. Motion 
made by Carolyn, seconded by Linda to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business -  Dates for the 2018 Rummage Sale are:  Sunday, April 29 set up 
the Fellowship Room after church, Monday, April 30 and Tuesday, May 1 set up 
and price items for the sale, Wednesday, May 2 is Baking Day, Thursday, May 3 
and Friday, May 4 from 9am to 3pm and Saturday, May 5 from 9am to noon will 
be the Sale.  Saturday is also Fill-a-bag for $2.  Don will contact the groups that 
meet at St. John’s about cancelling their meetings the week of the Rummage 
Sale.  Tuesday, June 5, will be our Annual Picnic at Lois and Don’s.   
 
New Business - Lynn made a motion, seconded by Brenda, that we make a $50. 
memorial to St. John’s in memory of our deceased member, Margaret Fenton.   
 
Motion made by Lynn, seconded by Carolyn, to adjourn the meeting at 2:10 pm.  
Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Reh 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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The Mary Martha Guild will have it’s annual Rummage Sale the beginning of 
May.  We are collecting items in the corner of the Fellowship room from now until 
the sale.  The schedule for the Sale is as follows: 
 
                Sunday, April 29 - set up tables following worship service. 
                Monday, April 30 - Set up and price items for the sale. 
                Tuesday, May 1 -   Set up and price items for the sale. 
                Wednesday, May 2 - Baking Day 
                Thursday, May 3 - 9 am to 3 pm  - Rummage Sale 
                Friday, May 4 -    9 am to 3 pm - Rummage Sale 
                Saturday, May 5 - 9 am to 12 noon - Rummage Sale.  Fill a Bag for  
       $2.00. 
 
 Volunteers are needed to help set up on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.  We 
also need help on Saturday, following the sale to pack up the remaining items for 
distribution to various charities.  Any help you can give is greatly appreciated. 
 
The Mary Martha Guild is looking into doing volunteer work with Special Dreams 
Farm.  Special Dreams Farm, located on Fred Moore Hwy. in St. Clair Township, 
is a real working farm for adults with developmental disabilities.  On Thursday, 
April 12, at 1:30 pm, we will be having a guest speaker from Special Dreams 
Farm coming to church to talk about what kinds of activities are available for 
volunteers.  This meeting is open to all church members, young and old, men 
and women, who may be interested in this worthwhile project.   If you have any 
questions, please see Lois Weichert, Loretta Prange or Lynn Reh. 
 
  

Let’s Recycle 
 

Watch for the new blue recycling bins at St. 
John’s! We will be recycling paper (weekly 

service programs included) and other paper. 
Look for that bin near the doors to the 

Sanctuary. We’ll also be recycling plastic, like 
water bottles and plastic cups. That bin will be 
near the coffee station. Let’s tread lightly on 
God’s earth- help us go green at St. John’s 

and recycle your paper and plastic! 
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Sunday, April 1       Sunday, April 8 
Easter          Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 25: 6-9     Acts 4: 32-35  
Ps 118: 1-2, 14-24        Ps 133 
1 Cor 15: 1-11 or Acts 10: 34-43     1 Jn 1: 1-22  
Jn 20: 1-18 or Mk 16: 1-8      Jn 20: 19-31 
Now What?        Marks of Faith     
               
Sunday, April 15       Sunday, April 22 
Third Sunday of Easter      Fourth Sunday of Easter    
Acts 3: 12-19        Acts 4: 5-12 
Ps 4         Ps 23 
1 Jn 3: 1-7        1 Jn 3: 16-24 
Luke 24: 36b-48       Jn 10: 11-18 
Christ Among Us       Enfolded by Love     
 
       Sunday, April 29 
       Fifth Sunday of Easter 
       Acts 8: 26-40 
       Ps 22: 25-31 
       1 Jn 4: 7-21 
       Jn 15: 1-8 
       Abiding in Love        
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scripture Reading for April 2018 
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NEWSLETTER 

St. Johns United Church of Christ 

527 N. William Street 

Marine City, MI 48039 

Phone: 

(586) 727--1623 

Fax: 

(586) 27-0833 

E-mail: 

kgadd@stjohnsmarinecity.org 

We’re on the Web! 
stjohnsmarinecity.org 

 


